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WITH THE LIFE <3F THE AUTHOR, 



Thy form benign oil Goddefs ! wear* 

Thy milder influence impart 

To foften not to wound my heart : 

The gen*rousfpark extinct revive, 

Teach me to love and to forgiv* ; , 

Exalt my own defects to lean, 

What others are to feel, and know mylelf a man. 

ODE TO ADVERSITY, 
Too poor fora bribe, and too proud toimportune^ 
He had not the method q£ rrrafcrng a fortune j 
Could love and could hate, To was thought fornewhat odd$ 
No very great wit 5 he believed in a God ; 
A poft or a penlion he did not delire, 
Bat left church and Hate to Charles Townlhend and Squire. 

GRAY of bimfetf. 
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AT THE 3$0ft0 ypVZ% BY THE MAftTfNS* 
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T H O M AS GRAY. 

CONTAINING HIS 

ODES, MISCELLANIES, 

iffr. &c. tffc. 



Hark ! the Fatal Si Hers join-—- * 

Hail, ye midnight bifters! hail—— 

C*er the glory of the land* 

O >er t he ki nac en t en d -gay , 

O'er the Mufes' tuneful band* 

Weave the fungal web of GRAY, 

^Tis donej >t Is done— — - 

ile finks, he groans, he falls, a lifelefscorre—i^ 

O'er his green grave, in Contemplation's guife, 

Oft* let i he pilgrim drop a filent tear,, 

Oft* let the fhephenFs tender accents rife, 

Big with the fweets of each revolving year, 

Till proftrate Time adore his deathlefs name, 

lixM onthefolid batfeot adamantine fame, 

J. T. TO MRM. OF GRAY. 
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THOMAS GRAT; ? 

"■. ' -.. * ' '''■■,'■ ■**■..' 

VJj*J •■■■■■■■ 

. &■%? H*^ G RAy,,the %^je^ of thisn.aTrative5Wg$,t^e 
afifth fon of Mr. Philip Gray, w^ofcfa^er w.^s a coq- 
•i^i^a^J^^er^ligii^ a$d who hit^feM/wiif engaged in 
:fe«rfW^«» *> .ffroBgh n°t.ta the,peci*njary advantage of 
Jhi? fowUy* ^w:.be*ng:. o£a, fey and i«4oi^* ^WP^ h? 
Cy$ferf 44M^e^pp9^b(j«ikies of .improKiog tws'fontuiie 
fo efca^him rw^hidnarfior* would.hawe eagerly em- 
braced. His^V[^©mf^wasb^J-n^?€. $64;h J716, in 
€JdroMii&<0**49ik aiwtffent ea£% to^orn fefeoisl under 
*h.e tUJtiff » *of ^::4ia|i^«shi5|Qa^^r^ai un<;lfv This 
^e»tkin^n> b^in^rfbotltr a good. lifh^Jar ^qd a,n%an of 
Safte, w$s MSdawi** & (feeing t t&e attention of his 
«e$h«w t<$i th^fo 'font ce« of impr^^enient which hp 
*ifw*ai?<J? «^>J^a4lt^vvith fo m#eh fucceis. during 
- *he ti/it^of -Mf •- Qfay^s continuance in this abode of 
the MWe* he qontfcs$ed^ 

two* of tl$ejtf vc^ati^i w&©fed*fpdjtio3§ in -m^ay re- 
fjtf&s tvcr.3 toiagei?ial with his-own? One ofthefe, was 
the Wl>n^iwa!bk Horace ' WaJ#©k, *%> &#h been (p 
l#ng con%^jjjufeidf his* {kilj intfv? £ne; area and hip 
3*>,Ve : of tetter^ the other &khar<fc W*§ M%- fon tp 
^late-loud ^ha^eilpr; of Ireland an&gr^ndfonrby h$s 
HM>$lierUo the ce^e^ajedrtJifhop Burnet;. As the aq- 
fident olhi$ uncle's being aii ajl^aftt atEfeon was the 

* 4 i?ioney : fcrivenef . 
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VI LIFE OF GRAT. 

caufe of his going thither for his claffical learning', fa- 
to this gentleman's being Fellqw? of Peterhoufe in 
Cambridge it was owing that he was fentto the famp 
univerfity; and admitted :rn the year ij$4 a Penfionfer 
of the fame college. * 

The r elifh Mr. Gray had contracted for polite li- 
terature before his removal to Cambridge rendered 
the abftrufe ftudres which then almoft wholly etf- 
grofied, and at prefent too much occupy, the attention. 
' of young men altogether taftelefs and irkfome : ftill 

** Song was his favourite and firft purfuit j" 
and tho r his thoughts were directed towards the law 
as a profeffion for life, yet like Garrkk in thepi&urfe 
between Tragedy and Comedy, he hung back with, 
fond reluctance on the Mufc. Nor was this bras of hh 
inclination a little influenced by the con ft ant exhor- 
tations of his two friends, particularly Mr. Weft, who 
was now removed to ChrHlV Church Oxford, and 
whofe propenfity to poetry and diflike to the law ap- 
pear tohave even exceededhisown.Afterhavingpaffed 
four years in college Mr. Gray returned to his father 
Wrowr*, where he remained till the following fpring 1 / 
■at which tithe Mr. Walpole being about to travel 
invited his frieiid to go along with him. The invitai- 
tion was accepted, and they accordingly feft out for 
Italy together , but fome difagreement arifing between 
4hem (occafioned, as Mr. Walpole ingenuoufly cor*- 
fefles, lefs by his companion's conduit than his own) 
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,11 fe or gka*; vfi 

■they parted atRheggio, from whence, after having 
■made a fhort ftayat Venice, Mr. Gray returned. The 
time however devoted to this excurfion was by no- 
means loft : nothing that our poet faw was fuftered 
to efcape him. From no relation, though purpofely 
defigned for the publick eye, can fo much informa- 
tion be drawn as from his cafual letters. During this 
interval of his friend's abfence Mr. Weft, finding that 
his averfion to the profeffion for which he had defti- 
tied himfelf (and with a view to which he had refided 
fome time in the Temple) became almoft infuperable, 
wrote to Mr. Gray on the fnbject, exprefling in the 
ftrongeft manner the ennui that almoft overwhelmed 
him. To this letter an anfwer was returned which 
prefents the fineft picture of the writer's mind; and 
abounds with a juftnefs of thinking far beyond his 
years. Gray was now at Florence, where he had fpent 
in all eleven months, amufing himfelf at intervals 
with poetical contpofitions. It was here that he con- 
ceived the defign, and producedthe firft book, of a die 
daclick poem in Latin entitled De Principiis CogitandL, 
and addreffed to Mr. Weft, a work which he unfor r 
tunately never completed. From Florence proceed- 
ing to Venice he returned to England, deviating bu$ 
little from the route he had gone, but particularly ta- 
lcing once more in his way the Grand Chartreufe, 
where in this vifit he wrote on the album of that mo- 
iiaftery the following Alcaick ode ; 



Qh ; Tn, fevcri ReUgijQlqcfi, - " '*'■»•* 

Quocunque gaudes nomine (non leve 
Nativa nam certe fluenta 
Nuxneirhabefc, vcterefijue fylvas ; 

Prasfentiorem et confpicimus Deum 
Per invias rtrpes> fera per-juga, 
Clivofque pripriipt^s, ^napte§ 
inter aquas, nemarui$que no&em ; 

Quam firepoftu&fub trabe citre& 

Fulgeret auro, et PhWiaci mami) *• 

Salve vocauti rite, feflb et 

Da placidam juveni quietem. ^: 

<>uod fi invid.en.dis fedtbus, et frui 
Fortunafacra lege filentii 
Vetat volentem, mcreforbens 
In medios violeftta ftuclt^ ; 

Saltern remote des, Pater, angulo 
Horas fene&x ducerc- I iber as; 
Tutumque vulgasi tupaujtu 
Surripias, lipminjuinque curis. 

On the rft of September 1-741 he arrived in ILoa^ 
don, where -he-' had not been much more than tw* 
months before his father was carried off by the pout,* 
afmalady from which h^hadlongandfeverelyfuflfered^ 
As the inactivity and ill health of th^ elder Mr, Gray- 
had prevented him fromaccumulattngth^'fortunehe 
might have acquired with eafe, to his irapnideftce had 
induced him to fquander no inconfiderable part a£ 
what he poffeiTed* The fon therefore finding his pa- 
trimony inadequate to the prof sffkm^e had injtended 
to follow without diminUhing the income of his mo- 
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did* ai&his aunt, refolved for this reafon to relinquifb 
it ; yet to filence their importunities on the fubje<5fc 
he propofedonly to change the line of it, and accord-* 
ingly went to Cambridge in the year 1 742 to take his 
Bachelor's degree. But the inconveniencies incident 
to afcanty fortune were not the only evils he had now 
to combat. Poor Weft, the friend of his heart, was 
overborne by a confumption and family diftreffes ; 
and thefe, alas ! were burthens which friendship could 
not remove. After languifhing a confiderable time 
under .their united oppreffion this amiable youth fell 
a vidfcim to both on the ift of June 1 74a at Pope's, 
and was interred in the chancel of Hatfield church, 
beneath a ftone bearing the epitaph below *. 

From the time of Mr. Gray's return out of Italy to 
the date of this melancholy event he fecms toliave 
employed himfelf chiefly in writing, for in this in- 
terval he communicated to Mr. Weft the fragment of 
his tragedy j and feveral ether pieces. The fliock how- 
ever x>f fo feyere a ftroke difarranged his plans, and 
brokepfFhisdefigns, The only addition he afterwards 
^ made to his dida&ick poem is the apoftrophe to the 
friend he had loftf ; and nothing can more pathetically 

* Here Heth the body of Richard Weft EftJ. only fon to the 
Rifcht Hon. Richard Weft Efq. late Lord Chancellor of Ireland* 
wlio died the ift of June 1741, in the z6th year of his age. 
+ Ha&enus haud fegnis Naturae arcana retexi . 
Mufarum interpres, primufque Britanna per arva. 
Rorpano liquiduvn deduxi flumine rivum. 
Cum Tu opere in medio, fpes tanti et caufa labon$» 



4t%lfty : -ClwrfefiHng* <$** Jkea*t v^quftded by ft & a log* 

And r.cdd?ni«ig, Wiflebw lifts W& golden tire, 
The birds in vain their am'rous defcant join, 
Or cheerful fiekfe refine tfteir green attire^ 
T^hefc ea-fs, ai;^! ftw* «ttUelrinotef ^ipine/ .; 
A difPreai objke^: do thefe eyes require ; 
My lonely anguifh melts no heart but mine, 
And in my brtail ite? toipertfedtjoys^K^iwi; . 

Linquis et xternan) fati texondfe in umhram 1 
Vidi egomet duro graviter concufia dotore 
&e&&a 9 m aiterius* ncm urtqu&m leii-ta xtolorem^ 
Et langi^e ocylps ^idi, et p^Hefeer* amaut^rn, * 
Vultum, quo nunquam Pietas njfi rara, Fidefqufc, 
AltusamorVeri, et p.urum-fpirabatHoticto*nri. :i 
Witaj©w*arj4tdem«^ 

CefTare elt^reducemqug itexum . wffcQ or&Sj^ute?^ 
Speravi, atque una tecum,, dilefie Favon\,r 
CitdKl m h eta toflgoe; «t quondam * telksm Soles? 
ite^fpes n^quje,Qiiaf%4ijK^s r: ^tq^iw^^t^l 
lieu melius Soles, fine te qiiqs ducer? ilendq 
Per detlderut, et qaeftue jam cogor inanes ! F 

At Tu 4 IWtevwuMa, *& tudbi* non mdiga hj&tt6» 
StelUnti *e»)$fl* $£oeri$ue j^iejmig? .^, : ; 
Undp orta es^fru^re j.atq.ue o fi fccura,,uec ultra 
i Mortis, notps nl>m mifeiata laborer 

Hupnanam li lqrt& a\ta de Xede ptocellajp . 
Contempi^re., metus, ftinmlofque cupkiiniH acres, 
Gaudiaque et gemitus, parvoquc in cordc tumultura- 
Irarum ingen tem , et -fevos fub pe&ore ftu&us ; 
Refoice <^t has lacjymas, menvori quas i&us amorp 
Fundo, quodpcffum, juxta tugere.fepvjjchruro 
P^mjuvat, etinuJCsB vana fc«jc ja£iare &v#l$* 
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-$$rt tttofnir% T fmiIe» the bufy ?ace>fco cheSf , 
And newborn pleafiire brings to happier men, 
*The fields to all their wonted tribute bear, 
"- ?Fo warm eiVeir little loves the bfrds carta plain ; 
I fruitlefo mourn to him that cannot hear, 
And weep the more becaufe I weep in vain. 

The Ode to Sptfifirg Was Written early in June af 
Stoke, *HHkher he had gcneto vifit liis ^mother, and 
ftfnt to Mr. Wtft before Mr; Gray had hfc&rd of his 
de*ath r how ^employed ! his ^perr Wfrei* this ode Was 
#etdfried't<J hiifhwith the melancholy news- wehave 
a% feady '-fe&t. ' J Ii*iprcfl&ons ■ of grief an the generality 
of mankind, like ohara<Slefs<m&rked on the ( and of the 
ftea* Sre^fpeedfly effaced by the influx of bufinef. of 
ptetfjfcfc, but dhfe traces of them on the hear t of Gray 
were '-too cteepiy infcribed tobe<foo» obliterated j we 
fhall aattherefdre wonder -at the ftibjdftalre has eho- 
feny »*r'4t'fe'liefotemnky wirfi which he harh* treated 
thfcirt. *Hh> Ode on the ProfpeeT: of Eton Goltege, a's 
Well &$• tkm My m ft to* A d vetffky >were both Written i n 
fthe following A&gfrft , aad it is -highly probable that 
ftie^tegyiitf tlie eountfy Ghut (Jhyard was^begun aifo 
aboiltthistime. 

Havittg^ade^vifit of fome length aft Stoke to foit 
feiother aiid'asatat our poet pefitrned to Cambridge, 
Wfofc&'frolrtiihfe period "became bis principal home. 
T4ie c'dtfVeftieneies ^ ^efult<mg , fromlthat fituation,to a 
jterlfon 'jof oircuttifcribed forturieattda'fludioustemper, 
Were: in his estimation mo*e : than a counterbalance; 
^or^he4iiJ&^sw4iioh,-o»fever-al acc««ttts> he-boee *• 
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the place. Lefs pleafed with exerting his own powers 
than in contemplating the exertions of others, he al- 
mofl wholly devoted himfelf to the beft writers of 
Greece ; and fo affiduoufly did he apply to the ftudy 
of their works as in the courfe of fix years to have 
isead with critical exa&nefs almofl every author of 
cote in that language. During this interval however 
he was not fo entirely occupied with his ftated em- 
ployment as t<? have no time for expreffing his aver- 
sion to the ignorance and dulnefs which appeared to, 
furround him; but of what he intended on this fub- 
jecT: a fliort fragment only remains. 

In the year 1744 he appears to have given up en- 
tirely his dida&ick poem, and to have relinquifhed, 
for fometime at leaft, any further felicitations of the 
Mufe. Mr.Walpole, notwith flan ding, being defi- 
rous to preferve what he had already written, and to 
perpetuate the merit of their deceafed friend, impor- 
tuned Mr. Gray to publifh his own poems together 
with thofe of Mr. Weft; but this Mr. Gray declined, 
from the apprehension that the Joint ftock of both 
would hardly fill a fmall volume. A favourite cat be- 
longing to Mr. Walpole happening about this time 
(1747) to be drowned, Mr. Gray amufed himfelf 
with writing on the occafion an elegant little ode, in 
which he hath happily united both humour and in- 
flru&ion. But the following year was diftinguifhed 

^ '* 

by a far more important effort of his Mufe ; the 
Fragment on Education and Government) which U 
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fiiperiour to every thing in th6 fafrie Ttjlc di writing 
that our own language can boafl of, and perhaps any 
other. 

ESSAY I. 



'•TtoTccy'-f) -y&Si ; rav yap uotfctv 
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Ovti ra &~ A'Jvfacv y? rov sxteKcc&Gvrsz <pvkx%&£. Theoc* 

Mi fickly plants betray a niggard earth, 
Whofe barren bofom ftarves her genYous birth, 
Nor gonial warmth nor genial juice regains 
Their root? to Feed and fill their verdant veins, 
' And as in climes where Winter holds his reign 
The Toil tho' fertile will not teem in vain, 
Forbids her gems to fwell her ihades to rife, 
Nor trufts her bloflbms to the churiiih Ikies ; 
So draw mankind in vain the vital airs 
UnformVt/unfYiended, by thofe kindly cares 
That health and vigour to the foul impart, 
Spread the young thought and warm the opening heart, 
So fond Infti u&ion on the growing pow'rs 
Of Nature idly lavishes her ftofes 
If equal Jufiice with unclouded face 
Smile not indulgent on the rifing race, 
Andfcatter with a free tho* frugal hand 
Li^ht golden (how'rs of plenty o'er the land : 
But Tyranny has fixM her empire there T 

To check their tender hopes with chilling fear L 

And blaft the blooming promife of the year. \ 

This fpacious animated fcene furvey 
Trorn where the rolling orb that gives the day 
His fable fom with nearer courfe furrounds 
To either pole and life's femoteft bounds ; 
How rude foe'er th' exterior form we find, 
However opinion tinge the vary'd mind, 
Alike to all the kind impartial Heav'n 
The fparks of truth and happiiicfs has gtVn j 

B 
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....-., With fenfe to feci, with mem'ry to retain, 

They follow pleafure and they fly from pain ; 
% Their judgment mends the plan their fancy draws, 
Th' event prefages and explores the caufe j 
The loft returns of gratitude they know, 
By fraud elude, by force repel the foe ; 
While mutual wiihes mutual woes endear, 
The fecial fmile and fympathetick tear. 
*'■ ' Say, then, thro' ages by what fate confin'd 

To diff'rent climes feem difF'rent fouls affign'd? 
Here meafur'd Laws and philofophick Eafe 
Fix and improve the polilh'd arts of peace j 
There Induftry and Gain their vigils keep, 
Command the winds and tame th' unwilling deep; 
Here force and hardy deeds of blood prevail, 
There languid Pleafure fighs in ev'ry gale. 
Oft' o'er the trembling nations from afar 
Mas Scvthia breath'd the living cloud of war, 
And where the deluge burft with fweepy fway 
Their arms, their kings, their gods, were roll'd away: 
As oft' have iffu'd, hoft impelling hoft, 
* The blue-ey'd myriads from the Baltick coaftj 
The proitrate South to the deftroyer yields 
Her boafted titles and her golden fields : 
With grim delight the brOod of Winter view 
A brighter day, and heav'ns of azure hue, 
Scent the new fragrance of the breathing rofe, 
And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 
Proud of the yoke, and pliant to the rod, 
'; Why yet does Afia dread a monarch's nod, 
< > W hile European freedom ftill withftands 

Th' encroaching tide that drowns her lefs'ning lands, 

And fees far off with an indignant groan 

Her native plains^and empires once her own i 

Can op'ner Ikies and funs of fiercer flame 

O'erpdw'r the fire that animates our frame, 

As lamps that ihed at eve a cheerful ray 

Fade and expire beneath the eye of day ? 

Need- we the influence of the northern ftar 

To ftring our nerves and fteel our hearts to war ? 
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Atid where the face of Nature laughs around 
Muft fick'ning Virtue fly the tainted ground ? 
Unmanly thought ! what feafons can controul, 
What fajicy*d zone can circumfcribe, the foul, 
Who confcious of the fource from whence the fpringa 
By Rekfon's light on Refolution's wings, 
Spite of her frail companion, dauntlefs goes 
O'er Lybia's deferts and thro' Zembla's fnows? 
She bids each flumb'ring energy awake,, 
Another touch another temper take, 
Sufpends th* inferiour laws that rule our clay: 
The ftubborn elements confefs her fway j 
Their little wants their low defires refine, 
And raife the mortal to a height divine. 

Not but the human fabrick frofo the birth 
Imbibes a flavour of its parent earth ; 
As various tracks enforce a various toil, 
The manners fpeak the idiom cf their foil. 
An iron race the mountain -cliffs maintain, 
Foes to the gentler genius of the plain ; 
For where unwearyM fmews muft be found 
With fide*long plough to quell the flinty ground* 
To turn the torrent's fwift-defcending flood, 
To brave the favage ruihing from the wood, 
What wonder if to patient valour train'd 
They guard with fpirit what by itrength they gain'd i 
And while their rocky ramparts round they fee, 
The rough abode of Want and Liberty, 
^As lawlefs force from confidence will grow) 
lnfult the plenty of the vales below i 
What wonder in the fultry climes that fpread 
Where Nile redundant o'er his fummer-bed 
From his broad bofotn life and verdure flings, 
And broods o'er JEgypt with his wat'ry wings, 
If with advent'rous oar and ready fail 
The dufky people drive before the gale, * 

Or on frail floats to neighboring cities ride, 
That rife and glitter o'er the ambient tide ? ; . 

* * * # * * & 



How much/ it is t^bewifted-.tkat <5cayv iaftfiad of 
compiling chronolbgic.aitables,;had completed what 
he thus admiE3Uy. begiwi! U> the year 1750 he put 
his loft hand to the Elegy in the Country Church- 
yard, which when finifhed was communicated firft 
to Mr, Walpole, aad by hiro to k vera! periods pf di- 
flin&ion. This brought Mr. Gray acquainted with 
Lady Cobhani, and.feirnifhed anoccafion for his Long 
Storv, a compofition in which thedifferentcolours of 
wit and humour are peculiarly and nctlefs intimate- 
ly blended thai* the ftirting hue* .on the faces of a 
diamond . The elegy having been for fome time pr i- 
vatelytranfmitted from onehandtc another, atlcngth 
found its way into publiok through The Magazine of 
Magazines. This difgraceful mode of appearance 
fubjecled the Author^to the neceffity of exhibiting it 
under a lefsdifadv-antageous fornix andMr. Bentley 
foon after wiihingto fupply every ornament that his 
pencil: cQuJd:Coqtfibute, drew, not onl-y for it bqt alfo 
for the reftof Mr. Gray V productions f, afet of de- 
figns, which were. handfomejy repaid by forne, very 
beautiful ftanzas, ofWkhunft*stttnately DQ ; p<irfc& 
copy remains. In the March of 1753 Mr. Gray fu- 
ftained a lofs which he long fevere.ly.felt: his mo- 
ther, to whom his conducT was exemplary for the 
difcharge of every filial duty, and who merited all 

f The headpiece to the I,ong Story, exhibiting a view of 
Stoke-Pogeis church and manfion, was copied from a (ketch 
by Mr, Gray. The Churchyard was the fufcjetl of his elegy. 
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tUe tenderoefs and attention flie received, was takeii 
from him by death. The lines in which Mr. Pope 
hath exprpffed his piety, beautiful as they are, and 
much as they deferve to be praifed, appear notwith- 
standing to excite lefs of fympathy than a fingle ftroke 
in the epitaph on Mrs. Gray *, or a paflage in a let- 
ter to Mr. Mafon, written the following Decem- 
ber, on the deaths of his fathermnd friend : " I have 
"Teen the fcene you defcribe, and know how dread- 
" fui it is; I know too I am the better for it. We are 
"all idle -and thoughtkfs things, and have no fenfe^ 
'* no ufe in the world, any longer than that fadim* 
u preffion lafts : the deeper it is engraved the better " 

Mr. Gray, as is evident by aletter to Dr* Wharton, 
had finifhed his Ode on the Progrefs of Poetry early 
in 1755 ? his Bard alfo was begun about this time, 
and in the year following the beautiful fragment on 
the Pleafures of Viciffitude. From the loofe hints in 
his commonplace-book he appears to have planned a 
fourth ode on the connexion between genius and 
grandeur, but it cannot now be afcertained if any 
part of it was actually written. A vacancy in the of- 
fice of Poet-Laureate was occafioned in r 75 7 by th<? 
death of.Colley Cibber. The Duke of Bevon&ire, 

* Here fleep the remains of 

Dorothy Gray^ 

widow, the careful tender mother 

of many children, one of whom alone 

had the misfortune to furvive her, 

Biij 



being at that time. CJiaiaberlaini made a polite ©fB? 
of it to, Mr, Gray through . the hands,of Lord John 
Cavendifli his bcother ; but thedi%race brought upon 
that office by the profligacy and inability of fomewha 
had filled it probably induced Mr. Gray to decline 
the appointment. This part e£ our. poet's life was 
cbiefiy.devoted to literary purfuits and the cultivat- 
ion of friendfliip. It is obvious from tbefcellimony 
of his letters that he was indefatigable in the former, 
andt bathe wa&al waysaready t*>performkji}d winces in 
the latter.. Sir William Williams, an accompli&edand 
gallant youngs officer, having been. killed at Bellifle, 
his friend Mr. Fred. Montagu propofed to erect a mo- 
nument over him, and wkh this view requefted Mr. 
Gray to furnifh the epitaph. His flight acquaintance 
with Sir William would have been a iufficient reafon 
for declining the talk, but the friendlinefs of Mr. 
Montagu's difpofitioxi, and che fincerityof affliction 
with which he was affected, wrought fo powerfully 
upon Mr. Gray that he could not refufe him, though 
he was by no means able to fatisfy himfelf with the 
verfeshe wrote. The pr%fefforibip of modern lanr 
guages and hiftory in the Univerfity of Cambridge 
becoming vacant in 1761 through the death of Mr* 
Turner, Mr. Gray was fpirited up by fome of his 
friends to afk of Lord Bute the fucceffion. His ap- 
plication however failed, the office having been pro- 
mifed to Lady Lowther for the tutor 0/ Sir James, 
from a motive which reflected more honour on her 
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ILadyfeip tiian on-the g.entleaian.who fucceeded . ljd 
X765 .Mr. -Gray, ever attached tothe: beauties of Ma*- 
tiite as, welLas to the lovs of antiquities,, undertook 
a journey to Scotland for tl*e< puspofe of gratifying 
his ciariofity and taftey L>t»ring?h»a flay in.thi»ccuntry 
Br. Beattie (thought not -thsrfirft of phiiafophers yet 
a poet inferior r to none fince the death o£ his frigid, 
and whom he in many . refpec"fcs. refembled) found 
the m«ans of engagiag.his .notice- and friendship. 
Through the intervention o£ this gentleman the Mi- 
rifchal Calfege of Aberdeen had.requefted to know if 
t^be degree .of. Dodior of Laws would he acceptable to 
Gray;; but this mark of their attention* he civilly de- 
clined, In December 1767 Dr, Beattie. frill defirous 
that his country fhould afford fome teftimony of.itii 
regard to the merit of our paet, fulicitcd his pcrmif*- 
lion to print at the University prefs of GlafgOw an 
flegant edition of his Works. Dodney had before 
aikedtfeelike favour, and Mr. Gray, unwilling to re- 
fafe^ gratified both with a copy containing a few 
note* and the imitations of the old Norwegian poe- 
try, intended to fupplant the JLong Story, which 
■was printed at firil only to illuflrat« Mr. Bentley's 
defigns. The death of Mr. Brocket in the July fol- 
lowing: left another. opening to the profefforfhip 
which he had. before unf»ccef8fuily< fought, Lord 
Bute however was not in office, and the Duke of 
Grafton,, to preclude a re<$ueft, within two days of 
the. vacancy appointed Mr. Gray. Cambridge before 
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had been his refidence from choice^ it now became fb 
from obligation, andthe greater part of his time there 
was filled up by his old engagements or diverted to 
new ones. It has been fuggefted that he once embra* 
ced the project of republishing Syrabo,and there are 
reafons to believe that he meant it, as the many geo- 
graphical diftjuifitions he left behind him appear to 
have been too minute for the gratification of general 
inquiry. The like obfervation may be transferred to 
Plato and the Greek Anthologia, as he had taken un- 
common pains with both, and has left a mf. of the 
latter fit for the prefs. His defign of favouring the 
publick with the hiflory of Englifti poetry may be 
fpoken of with more certainty, as in this he had 
not only engaged with Mr. Mafon as a colleague, 
but actually paraphrafed theNorfe and Wellh poems 
inferted in his Works for fpecimens of the wild fpirit 
which animated the bards of ancient days. The'exten- 
fivecompafshoweverofthefubje<a,andtheknowledge 
that it was alfo in the hands of Mr. Warton, induced 
him to relinquiih what he had thus fuccefsfully begun. 
Nor did his love for the antiquities of his country con- 
fine hisrefearches to itspoetry alone : the ftruetures of 
our anceflors and their various improvementsparticu- 
larly engaged his attention. Hitherto there hath no- 
thing fo authentick and accurate on the f ubjecl: of Go- ' 
thick architecture appeared as the obfervations upon it 
drawn up by Mr. Gray, and inferted by Mr. Bentham 
in his Hill, of Ely. Of heraldry, its correlative fciencc, 



fcc |>cfirS£rdith« en-tjirekmorvKfedge. But of the rations 
pui&£ts whicfe employed his. ftudiiar £or iheiaft: tea 
years ofhi&lifeno^etwerc & acceptable as,thofe which ' 
explained the econwnyiof Nature/ Fotimtaay he ae- 
^tiir^d«a,taile of his> uncle whera yottogr; aad^the ex^ 
eccife w&ieh foe the fafce. ©£ improvement in- this 
tcaijckaf^thfifcieiice hcindoced bim&lf to- take can** 
tributed not a little to the prejfeGvatio® of, J^usalth*' 
How considerable hia kn^Bovem«iii«r ia:it\»eie*hofe 
©nlycari tell who have feen his additions to-Hudfon, 
and his notes on JUnnae^, Whifoconfined.to zoology 
he fuccefsfultyapf lie«ihis^ifoov€iy'e8.t*illuibat€ Ari- 
ftdfib and fithecs. of the Ancients. Feom. engagemen fs 
of thisJqwid Mr., Gnay.'s atcentioa was, neither «fteo 
mtt btigidiverted. Excepting the time he gave up ta 
experiment* o&fioweis,. foe the purpofe of inveflsiga* 
ting *he p^ocefc^f vegetation, (which can fcaicety.bs 
caliedarel^mtionfeonihb ftated occupations) Ms on* 
iy anjufenasent was muiicb; rwr. was his. acquaintance 
with this, susfe lei*, than witbotber* of mochmore im* 
p®r£anctf . His. Mil was. acquired, from, the* produce 
*ions ©f the b*ft.o©iwp<^rs r ©ut of wliofe<woric9'whe» 
in Ital-yi he -had rnade a feledlioa. Vocal mufick ha 
chaefly> preferred. The harpfichoi d wa&his favourite 
Hi&ronwmt, but though far from «?eraarkabte for. a fi* 
ailfced execution^ yet he accommodated hi*, voice fo 
)udidouQy t 6o his playing as to give an auditor con* 
(Berable p^aftite. His judgment in ftatuacy and 
fainting was -ei^uifite, and foroued from an ahnoft 
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inftin&ive perception of thofe graces beyond thel 

reach of art in which thedivine works of the great; 

matters abound. As it was through the unsolicited; 

favour of the Duke of Grafton that Mr. Gray was en a 

abled to follow the bent of hit own inclination in the 

choice of his ftudies, we mall not be furprifed to findy 

from a letter to Dr. Beattie, that gratitude prompted 

him to offer his firftling : 

OMeliboee, Deus nobis haecotia fecit 

Nanque erit ille mihi femper Deus: illius arara , 

Saepe teaer noftris ab ovilibus imbuet agnus. 

Illr meas errare boves ut cernis, et ipfum 

Ludere quae vellcm, calamo permifit agrefti. 

Accordingly on his Grace's being elected Chancellor 
of the Univerfity Mr. Gray, unafked, took upon him 
to write thofe verfes which are ufually fet to muficfe 
on this occafion ; and whatever the farcaftick Junius, 
(notwithftanding his handfome compliment to the 
poet) might pretend, this was the offering of no ve- 
nal Mufe. The ode in its ftru&ure is dramatick, and 
it contains nothing of the complimentary kind which 
is not entirely fuited to the characters employed. Not 
long after the buflle of tl^e inftallation was over Mr. 
Gray made an excurfion to the fequeftered lakes of 
Wefhnoreland and Cumberland. The impreflions he 
there received from the wonderful fcenery that every v 
where furrounded him he tranfmitted to his friend 
Dr. Wharton in epiftolary journals, with all the wild- 
nefs of Salvator and the foftnefs of Claude. Writing 
in May 1 771 to the fame friend, he complains of ^ 
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irrolsnt cough which had troubled him for three 
months, and which he called incurable, adding, that 
till this year he never knew* what (mechancial) low 
faints were. One circumflance that without doubt 
contributed to the latter complaint was the anxiety- 
he felt from holding as a finecure an office the du- 
ties of which he thought himfelf bound to perform., 
•The object of his profefforfhip being twofold, and the 
patent allowing him to effect oneof its defigns by de-^ 
puty, it is underftood that he liberally rewarded for 
that purpofe the teachers in the Univerfity of Italian 
and French. The other part he himfelf prepared to 
execute; but tho' the profefforfhip was inftituted in 
1724, none of his predeceffors had furnifhed a plan. 
Embaraffed by this and other difficulties, and re- 
tarded by ill health, the undertaking at length be- 
came fo irkfome that he ferioufly propofed to relin- 
tpiifh the chair. Towards the clofe of May he remo- 
ved from Cambridge to Town, after having fuffered 
from flying attacks of an hereditary gout, to which 
the had long been fubject, and from which a life of 
lingular temperance could not protect him. In Lon* 
4oh his indifpofition having increafed, the phyfician 
advifed him to change his lodgings in Jermynftreet 
for others at Kenfington. Thischange was of fo much 
^benefit that he was foon enabled to return to Cam* 
bridge, from whence he meditated a journey to his 
friend Dr . Wharton, which he hoped might reeftabljfh 
his health; but bis intentions and hopes were delts- 



five. On the 34th ofjely 1771 aviolent'fidcnefe'edifte 
dn him while at dinner jn the -€oUege«halJ;;. thegout 
had fixed 'on f hMrfi;ottiach, -and xtfiited alltfee powers 
of medicine. Ontke :29th iie was feized by a ftrong 
cotivulfiony which the next day Returned with addi- 
tional force,; an-d the- evening* after he expired- At 
the 6rft fdzrure he was aware of his danger* and tho* 
fcnfible at intervals <a*mi6ft f to ihe laft, he betrayed no 
dread of the terroursof death. 

To delineate his portrait in this place would fee 
ireedlefs. The reader will acquire the beft idea of his 
chara&er if after per -effing his life and his writings 
he will afe his own memory a sa cylindrick mirrer, 
and collect into one aifemblage the fcattcred features. 
©£Mr/GrayYreligioTis opinions bat little is known; 
there are however fuflfajient traces left to fhewihim a 
believer. To Lord Bolingbroke's atheifm he hath 
written- an anfwer. His ientiments of LordSafteffain-y 
cannot be miftakcn ; and both Voltaire and Home he 
cenftrres with freedofn. In private life he was tnoft 
refpeibed by th ofe who beft knew him : hisheart wa» 
■benevolent and 'hishand liberal. 

On his paenis it will be nfcedlefs to freflow piaffes* 
6r to repel the attacks-of envy and rancour. If 3&r, 
Gray was not apoet of the firft order there isno poe- 
try exifting ; and if hisbold expreffionshemonfenfe, fo 
ftre the beftp&ifagesdf Shakefpearc and Milton, an4 
the f ublimeft figures of divine infpiration. 



_TH£ LAST WILL ANJ) TESTAMENT 

OF MR. THOMAS GRAY. 

M/rmm-O* vegiftry cfthePr.T^ativc Court of 

iwthemmtofttod. Amn _ I Thomas G»y of Pern- 
*rofc«.fttli in tfceiJmveriity of Cambridge, being o£ 
foundmmd andin good health of body.yetignomM: 
feowJongthefebleffings may be indulged. n* do 

msfcethkmyLaftWiilalnd.TeiUmenimmannerand 
formfcltowiog. F,rft, I do defire thatmy bodymay 

fee dtpolked in tne^aulrmade by mylate deir mo- 

* I!l tfce f^? 1 "' * f Stoke-ft^ia, Bear SWh 
« BnArBghamftire, by-her remains, in a coW 
ferfoned oak, neither lined nor covered, and (anleft 
« be very inconvenient) I could wifl, that one of my 
«ec«ers may fee me laid in the grave, add diftribute 
««* Ad. honeft and induftrionspoor perfoosinthe 
ft»d parrfh as be thinks-fit the Turn of ten founds in 
chanty. Next, 1 give to George William&n Efq. my 
recond^nri by the father's fide, now of Calcutta in 

fiengal.thefumoffiveltttndredponndsreducalBanfc 
ttmm^ww Sanding in my name. Ignrdto Anna 
Sl^dy Goring, aUo my fecond coufin by the father'. 
Hde «f th^c^ty of Suff«, five hundred pounds re- 

I ®? T kimm,itie8 ' *» d * pair'of large blue and 
•"hiteoMjapan china jars. Hem, I give to Mary An- 
«*.»<* Cambridge fpmfter.my fecond coufin by 

theMother-sfidcallthatmyfreeholdefeteandhoufe 
««*ep»„ni of St. Michael, Cornhill London, 8 o* 
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let at the yearly rent of flxty-five pounds, and in the 
"occupation of Mr. Kortgeth perfumer, provided that 
(he payout of the faid rent, by half-yearly payments, 
Mrs. Jane Olliffe, my aunt, of Cambridge,widow, the 
fum of twenty pounds per annum during her natural 
life ; and after the deceafe of the faid Jane Olliffe I 
give,. the faid eftate to the faid Mary Antrobus, to 
have and to hold to her her heirs and affigns for ever. 
Further, I bequeath to the faid Mary Antrobus the 
fum of fix hundred pounds new South-fea annui- 
ties, now (landing in the joint names of Jane Olliffe 
and Thomas Gray, but charged with the payment of 
.five pounds per annum to Graves Stokeley of Stoke- 
|>ogeis in the county of Bucks, which fum of fix hun- 
dred pounds, after the deceafe of the faid annuitant, 
does (by the will of Anna Rogers my late atmt) be- 
long folely and entirely to me, together with all over- 
plus. of intereft in the mean- time accruing. Further, 
if at the time of my deceafe there (hall be any arrear 
of falary due to me from his Majefty's Treafury, I 
give all fuch arrears to the faid Mary Antrobus. Item, 
J give to Mrs. Dorothy Comyns of Cambridge, my 
-other fecond coufin by Ae mother's fide, the fums of 
f&huiidred pounds old South-fea annuities, of three 
•hundred pounds four percent. Bank annuities confo- 
Jidated, and of two hundred pounds three per cent. 
•Bank annuities confolidated, all now (landing in my 
Harae.- Egive to Richard St.onehewer Efq. one ofhis 
Maiefty's Commiiriona's of Excife, the fum of flSe 
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ktmdre'd pounds reduced Bank annuities, and I beg 
his acceptance of one of my diamond rings. I give to 
Dr.Thomas Wharton, of Old Park in the Bimoprick 
of Durham, five hundred pounds reduced Bank an- 
nuities, and deiire him alfo to accept of one of my dia- 
mond rings. I give to my fervant, Stephen Hemp- 
flead, the fum of fifty pounds reduced Bank annui- 
ties, and if he continues in ray fervice to the time of 
my death I alfo give him all my wearing apparel and 
linen. I give to my two coufins above-mentioned, 
Mary Antrohus and Dorothy Comyns, all- mj plate, 
watches, rings, china ware, bed linen and table li- 
nen, and the furniture of my chambers at Cambridge 
not otherwifebequeathed, to be equallyand amicably 
fhared between them. I give to the Reverend William 
Mafon, Precentor of York, all my books, maniifcripts, 
coins, mufick printed or written, and papers of all 
kinds, to preferve or deftroy at his own difcretion. 
And after my juft debts and the expenfes of my fune- 
ral are discharged, all the refidue of my perfonal e- 
ftate whatfoever I do hereby give and bequeath to the 
faid Reverend William Mafon, and to the Reverend 
Mr. James Browne, Prefidentof Pembroke^hall Cam- 
bridge, to be equally divided between them, defiring 
them to apply the fum of two hundred pounds to an 
ufe of charity concerning which I have already in- 
formed them. And I do hereby conilitute and appoint 
them, the faid William Mafon and James Browne, to 
fee joint execute^ of this my JUft Will andTeftame'nt. 
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And if any relation of mine, or- other legatee, fhallg« 
about to mojefb or commence anyfuifcagainfkmy faid 
executers in the execution of their office, I do, as fin? 
as the law will permk me, hereby revoke- and make 
void all fueh bequefh** legaciesas I had-gteeiUothae 
perfon or perfons, and give it *6 be divided between 
my faid executers<and refidaary legatees, wbofe inte- 
grity and kkwinefs Ihave fo long experienced, and 
who can beft }j»dg« of my true intention and meaning. 
In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fct ray hand aect 
leal this 2d day of July 1 770* tbomas gk atp. 

Signed % feakd,pu6lijhed, and declared, by the /aid Thomas 
Gray, the tejiator, as and for his Laji Will and Tejia- 
ment, in thepref&nce of us, tvhain hisprefence, and at hh 
requejly and in the prefence of each other, havefgned out 
names as witnejfet her eta, richard baker. 

THOMAS WILSON* 
JOSEPH TURNER. 

Proved at, fcondon the T2*fc of Augtift I7^r, be- 
fore the Worfiiipful Andrew^ Cfoltre Dacarel £)G<a©* 
of Laws and Surrogate, by the ©aths^f the Reverend 
William Mafcny Clerk, JVfefter of 'Art*, and the Re- 
verend James Browne, Cfcrk, Mafterof Arts, theexe- 
enters, t'^whom adminiftmtio^ \»a« granted, having 
been fieft f worn du iy to adminifteiu 

JOHN STEVENS 

HENRY STEVENS. ^ Deputy JRfgjftiTi* 

CJEO. gostling. 
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THE TEARS OF GENIUS, 

ANODE, 

,..,'- TO THE MEMORY OF MR. GRAY. 

On Cham's fair banks, where Learning's hallow'd 
Majeftick rifes on th' aftonifh'd fight, [fane 

Where oft* the Mufe has led the fav'rite fwain, 
And warm'd his foul with heavVs infpiring light,4 

Beneath the covert of the fylvanfhade, 
Where deadly cyprefs r mix'd with mournful yew, 
' Far o'er the vale a gloomy flillnefs fpread, 
Celeftial Genius burft upon the view. 8' 

The bloom of youth, the m^jefty of years, 
The fofteri'd afped;, innocent and kind, 
The figh of forrow and the ftreaming tears, 
Refifllefs all, their various pbw'r combin'cL 12 

In her fair hand afilver harp fhe bore, 
Whofe magick notes, foft Warbling frorii the ftring, 
Give tranquil joys the breaft ne'er knew before, 
Or raife the foul on raptured airy wing* 
By grief impelPd I heard her heave a figh, 1 7 . 

While thus the rapid flrain refounded thro' the Iky : 

nj 
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Hafte, ye fifter powers of Song J 

Haften from the lhady grove^ 

Where the river rolls along 

Sweetly to the voice of love; %% 

Where iiniulging mirthful pleafures 

Light you prefs the flow'ry green, 

And from Flora's blooming treafures 

Cull the wreath for Fancy's <jueen \ a6 

Where your gently-flowing number?! 

Floating on the fragrant breeze, 

Sink the foul in pleafing Humbert 

On the downy bed of eafe. 3P 

For graver ftrains prepare the plaintive lyre, 

That wakes the fofteft feelings of the foul; 

Let lonely grief the melting verfe infpire. 

Let deep'ning forrow's folemn accents roll* 34 

RacVd by the hand of rude Difeafe 

Behold our fav'rite poet lies ! 

While ev'ry objecSt fortnM to pleafe 

Far from his couch ungrateful flies. 38 

The blifsful Mufe, whofe favVing fmilc / 
So lately warm'd his peaceful breaft, ' 

DifFufing heav'nly joys the while, 
In Tranfport's radiant garments dreft, 
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With darkfome grandeur and enfeebled Maze 43 
Sinks in the fhades of night and fhuas his eager gaze* 

T&e gaudy train who wait onSpring *j 

Ting'd with the pomp of vernal pride, 

The youth who mount on pleasure's wiog f , . 

And idly fport on Thames' fide^ 

With cool regard their vacious arts employ, 49. 

Nor roufe the drooping mind nor give thepaufeof joy. . 

Ha ! what forms, with, port fublime^ 

Glide along in fullen mood, 

Scorning all the threats of time, 

High above misfortune's flood I 1 4 

They feize their hasps, they ftrike the Jyre, 
With rapid hand, with freedom's fire; 
Obedient Nature hears the lofty found, * f. 

And Snowdon's airy cliffsthe hea v'aly ftrainsrefound. 

Tn pomp of ftate behold they wait, 

With arms outftretch'd and afpe&s kind, 

To fnatch on high to yonder Iky 

The child of Fancy left behind ; 

"Forgot the- woes ©f Cambria's fatal day, 63. 

By rapture's blaze impell'd they fwell the artlefs lay. 

* Ode on Spring. 

+ Ode on the Profpeft of Eton College. 

% Bard, an ode. 
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But ah ! in vain they ftrive to footh " " 

With gentle arts the tort'ring hours, 

Adverfity * with rankling tooth 

Her baleful gifts profufely pours. 6$ 

Behold flie comes ! the fiend forlorn, 
Array'd in Horrour's fettled gloom, v 
She ftrews the brier and prickly thorn, 
And triumphs in th' infernal doom; 
With frantick fury and infatiate rage 73 

She gnaws the throbbing breafl and blafts the glower 

[ingpage^ 
No more the foft Eolian flute f 
Breathes thro' the heart the melting ftrain, 
The pow'rs of Harmony are mute, 
And leave the once-delightful plain ; 
With heavy wing 1 fee them beat the air, 
Damp'd by the leaden handof comfortlefsDefpair. 8o 

Yet ftay, O flay! celeftia] Pow'rs ! 

And with a hand of kind regard 

Difpel the boift Vous florm that lours 

Deftru&ive on the fuv'rit^bard ; 

O watch with me his laft expiring breath, 85 

Andfnatchhimfrom the armsof dark obliviousDeath! 

* Ode to Adverfity. * 

f The Progrefs of Poetry. 



Hark! the Fatal Sift^ fjma,.. 

And with horrw's mottling founds ; 

Weave the. tiffae oi his line . , 

While the dreadful ipelk«ffw^ds v tp 



tt 



Hail, ye midnight Sifters-! hail! 

Drive the ihwttJe fwift along, 

Let our feaeefe chajpras.pcevail. 

*er the valiant aad the itrong,; * « 4 

" O'ertbegjoryofthekni, 

•' O'er the innocent suadgay. 

" O'er the Muffs' tuneful bami, 

" Weave the fun'rat wekof Gray." 9$ 

'Tis done, *tk done— -*hc ironhandof Pain, 

With ruthlefs fury and ccrrofive force 

Racks ev'ry joint and feizes ev'ry vein : 

He fink?, he gtomajie fa% aJifelefs corle ! ic % 

Thus fades the flow'r, nipp'd by the frozen gale, 
Tho' ohce fo fweet, fo lovely, to the eye, 
Thus the tall oaks, when boift'rous ftorms aflail, 
Torn from the earth a mighty ruin lie. ic6 

f The Fatal Sillers, an ode. 
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Ye facred Sifters of the plaintive verfe • 

Now let the itream of fond affe&ion flow; 
O pay your tribute o'er the flow-drawn hearfe 
With all the manly dignity of wo ! 1 1© 

Oft' when the curfew tolls its parting knell 
With folemnpaufeyon' Churchyard's gloom furvey, 
While forrow's fighs and tears of pity tell 
Howjuftthe moral of the poet's lay*. 114 

O'er his green grave, in Contemplation's guife, 
Oft' let the pilgrim drop a filent tear, 
Oft' let the ftiepherd's tender aecents rife, 
Big with the fweets of each revolving year, 
Till proftrate Time adore his deathlefs name, 
Fix'd on the folid bafe of adamantine fame. 120 



* Elegy in a Country Churchyard. 
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ODES. ^ 

ODE I. 

ON THE SPRING. 

Lo ! where the rofy-bofom'd Hours, 

Fair Venus' train, appear, 

IJifclofe the longrexpecfting flow'rs, 

Aad wake the purple year, 

The Attick warbler pours her throat • 

Refponfive to the cuckoo's note, 

The untaught harmony of fpring, 

While whifp'ring pleafure as they fly ^ 

Cool zephirs thro' the clear blue Iky 

Their gather'd fragrance fling. jo 

Where'er the oak's thick branches ftretch 

A broader browner {hade, 

Where'er the rude and mofs-grown beech 

O'er-canopies the glade *, 

Befi^e fome water's rufliy brink I r 

With m'e the Mufe Ihall fit, and think 

{■ At eafe reclin'd in ruftick ftate) 

How vain the ardour of the crowd, 

How low, how little, are the proud, 

How indigent the great! 20 



-a bank 



O'er-canopy'd with lufcious woodbine. 

Sbakefp. Mid/. Night's Dream- 



$(> ODES. 

Still is the toiling harid of €irc, 

The panting herdsrepofe, 

Yet hark! how thro' the peojpled air 

The bufy murmur glows ! 

The infecT: youth are on the wing, 

Eager to tafte the hotie^'d faring, 

And float amid the liquid noon * ; 

Some lightly o'er the current ikim? 

Some fhevv their gayly-gilded trim, 

Quick-glancing'tG-the ftm f. . 3© 

To Contemplation's fober eye J, 

Such is the race df man, 

And they that Creep and they that fly 

Shall end where they -began. 

Alike the bufy and the gay %$ 

But flutter thro'life'siitt&sfey, 

In Fortune's varying colours dreft; 

Brufh'd bythe hand of rutigh Mifdiance, 

Or chill'd by Age, their airy dance 

They leave , in dull to reft. ^4 O 

* Nare per seftatem liquidam. Virg. Georg. lib. 4. 

+ fporting with .quick glance, 

Shew to the fun their wav'd coats dropt with gold. 

Milton's Baradije L<$,i>, 7. 
% While, infeds from the thrcihold pleach, f&c. 
M. Green in tbe Grotto. Dodjle/s Mifcdlanies 7 vol. v. p. ifx. / 
I 



. Methinks I hear' in accents low 
The fportave kind reply, 
Poor Moralift ! and what art thou ? 
A folitary flyi 

Thy joys no glitt'ring female meets, 
Nb hi\e haft thou of hoarded fweets, 
No painted plumage to difplay ; 
On hafty wings thy youth is flown, 
Thy fun is fet, thy fpring is gone— 
We frolick while 'tis May. 

ODE It 

ON THE DEATH OF A FAVOURITE CAT, 

Drowned in a tub ofgoldfifhes. 

Twas on a lofty vafe's fide, 
Where China's gayefl art had dy'd 
The azure flow'rs that blow, 
Demureft of the tabby kind, 
The pen&ve Selima, reeling 
Gaz'd on the lake below. 

Her confeious tail her joy declar'd ; 
The fair round face, the fnowy beard, 
The velvet of her paws, 
Her coat that with the tortoife vies, 
Her ears of jet and emVald eyes> 
She faw, and purr'd applaufe. 

D 
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3$ o&ts* 

Still had (he gaz'd, but 'midfl the tide 
Two angel forms were feen to glide, 
The Genii of the ftream; 
Their fcaly armour's Tyrian hue 
Thro' richeft purple to the vieW 
Betray'd a golden gleam. 

The haplefs nymph with wender faw : 

A whilker firft and then a claw, 

With many an ardent wifh, 

She ftretch'd in vain to reach the prize : 

What female heart can go-Id defpife ? 

What Cat's averfe to fifh? • *# 

Prefumpt'ous maid ! with looks intent 
Ajrain fhe ftretch'd, again fhe bent, 
Nor knew the gulf between : 
(Malignant Fate fat by and fimTd) 
The flipp'ry verge her feet beguil'd ; 
She tumbled headlong in. 

Eight times emerging from the flood 
She mew'd to ev'ry wat'ry god 
Some fpeedy aid to ferkl. 
No Dolphin came, no Nereid ftirrN 
Nor cruel Tom nor Sufanfceard: 

A fav'rite has no friend ! #6 



ODES, 

ffcom hence, ye Beauties ! uadec*fo*d, 
iiKJnow one falfe Hep is ne'er retrieved, 
And be with ca&tiotfi bold : 

Not all that tempts yotir wand'ring eyes 

And heedlefs hearts is lawful prize, 

Nor all that glifters gold. 4$ 

OPE III. 

ON A DISTANT PROSPECT OF ST0TU. COLLEGE* 
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' * ',,,"..' ■ — — " 

Ye dillant Spires! yeatitiQBfcT«!w'i»! *. 

That crown the wajt'ry glade 

Where grateful Science ftlHadores - 

Her Henry's* holy fhade,. , 

iAnd ye that from the (lately hr«1v -,..■ jf 

Of Windfor's heights th' expanfe below 

O%rove, oflawiiycifnieadjfurvry, • 

Whole turf, whofe ihade, whofe fiowVs, among , ' 

Wanders the hairy Tharne& along ... 

His illver-winding way : , x6 

''■■■•■ \ * t 

Ah happy hills ! ah pleaiing ffeadei ,, : . . -_■ 

Ah fields belov'\d in vain ! 

Where once my careltffe childhocwJ ftrtfy'ii, 

A ftf anger yet to pain ! 

* King Henry VI. founder of the college. 

Dij 
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I feel the gales that from ye blow l$ 

A momentary blifs beftow, 

As waving frelh their gladfome wing 

My weary fpal they fcem to footh, J 

And, redolent* of joy and youth, 

To breathe a fecond fpring. SO 

Say, father Thames! for thou haft feen 

Full many a fpdghtly race ' 

Difporting on thy margent green 

The paths of pleafure trace, 

Who foremoft now delight to cleave 35 

With pliant arm thy glaffy wave I 

The captive linnet which enthral I 

What idle progeny fucceed * 

To chafe the rolling circle's fpeed 

Or urge the flying ball f 30 

While fome on earnefl bua'nefs bent 

Their murm'rrng labours ply, 

'Gainft graver hours that bring conftraint / 

To fweeten liberty, 

Some bold adventurers difdain 35 

The limits of their little reign-, 

* And bees their honey redolent ottpring. 

Drydeifx Fable QTilbe Vythag. Sfjlcm. 



ODE 5. Jfct 

X 

And unknown regkffli dare ddery* ^ :- ':.:. 

Still aathey run they look behind* . , , . 

They hear a voice in ev'ry wind, ■'■■'■■• 

And fnatch a fearful Joy. 



Gay hope is theirs, by fancy fed, 

JLefs pleafing when jtoffeft j ^ v 

The tear forgot as facto as ihect, : 

The iunfhine of th@ bt eaft \ 

Theirs buxom jhealth of rofyhjae, 

Wild wit, invention ever- new, 

And lively cheer of vigour born; 

The thoughtlefs day, thei^afy nigh« t 

The fpirits pure, the flumbars light 

That fly th' approach of mora. 50 

Alas ! regardlefs of their doom, 

The little vi#im& play I 

No fenfe have they of ills to come, 

Nor care beyond to- day: 

Yet fee how all around 'em wait 5 j 

The minifters of human fate, 

And black Misfortunes baleful train* 

Ah ! fliew them where in ambufk ftand 

To feize their prey the murd'roua bantlf 

Ash ! tell them they are men. fa 

Diij 



Tlk% ODE J. 

Thefe ftiall the fury Paffions tear* 

The vultures of the mind, 

Difdainful Anger, pallid Fear, ; - 

And Shame that ikulks behind ; 

Or pining Love fhall wafte their youth, 65 

Or Jealoufy with rankling tooth 

That inly gnaws the fecret heart, 

And Envy wan, and faded Care, 

Grim-vifag'd comfortlefs Defpair, / 

And Sorrow's piercing dart. 70 

Ambition this fhall tempt to rife, 

Then whirl the wretch from high* 

To bitter Scorn a facrifiee 

And grinning Infamy : 

The flings of Falsehood thofe fhall try, * 75 

And hard Unkindnefs* alter'd eye, 

That mocks the tear it forc'd to flow, 

And keen Remorfe with blood defiPd, 

And moody Madnefs * laughing wild 

Amid fevereft wo. 80 

JLo ! in the vale of years beneath 
A grill y troop are feen, 
The painful fkmily of Death, 
More hideous than their queen : 

* And Madneft laughing in his ireful mood. 

Dryden's Fable of Palamon andArcite* 
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^Tiis racks the joints, this fires the veins, 85 

That ev'ry laboring finew ftrains, 

Thofe in the deeper vitals rage ; 

Lo ! Pavetty r to fill the band, 

That numbs the foul with icy hand, 

And flow-confuming Age. 



To each his fuff'rings ; all are men 

Ccmdemn'd alike to groan, , 

The tender for another's pain, 

Th' unfeeling for his own. 

Yet ah ! why. mould they know their fate, 95 

Since forrow never comes too late, 

And happinefs too fwifty flies ? 

Thought would deftroy their paradife. 

No more ; where ignorance is blifs 

'Tis folly to be wife. I0« 

ODE IV. 

TO ADVERSITY. 
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Gevra nvplas «^«v. 2£SCH¥ LUS, in Agamemnonc* 



Daughter of Jove, relentfefis pow'r, 
Thou tamer of the human breaft, 
Whofe iron fcourge and tort'ring hour 
The bad affright, afflid the beft ! 



3:4 obis. 

Bfcund in thy adamafltmcchain $ 

The proud are taught to :tafte of pain, :: - ,' - 
And purple tyrants vainly groan , 

With pangs unfelt before^. unpity*d sod dbnev 

When firft thy fire to fend on earth , .< 

Virtue, his darling child, defign'd, 10 

To thee he gave the heav*aly birth, " ; 

And bad to form her infant mind ; 

Stern rugged nurfe ! thy rigid lore 

With patience many a year fhebore % 

What forrow was thou badft her know, i^ 

And from her own ihe learn'd to melt at others' wo ( 

* ■ 

ScarM at thy frown temfick fly 

Self-pleafing Folly's idle brood, 

Wild Laughter, Noife, and thoughtlefs Joy, 

And leave us leifure to be good. 20 

Light they difperfe, and with them go 

The fummer friend, the flatfring foe ; 

By vain Profperity receivM, 

To her they vow their truth, and are again believ'd. 

Wifdom, in fable garb array'd, 7,$ 

Immers'd in rapt'rous thought profound, 
And Melancholy, filertt maid, 
With leaden eye that loves the ground, 
I 



Still on thy folemn fteps attend, 

Warm Charity, the gen'ral friend, 30 

With Jttftice, to herfelf fe vere, 

And Pity, dropping foft the fadly-pleafing tear. 

Oh I gently on thy fuppliant's head, 

Dread goddefs ! lay thy chaft'ning hand, 

Not in thy Gorgon terrours clad, 5* 

Nor circled with the vengeful band 

( As by the impious thou art feen) 

With thund'ring voice and threat'ning mien, 

With fcreaming Horrour's fun'ral cry, 

Befpair, and fell Difeafe, and ghaflly Poverty. 40 

Thy form beign, O Goddefs! wear, 

Thy milder influence impart, 

Thy philofophick train be there, 

To foften not to wound my heart : 

The gen'rous fpark extin<St revive, 4 3 

Teach me to love and to forgive ; 

£xa<a my own defects to fean, 

What others are to feel, and know myfelf a man. 48 
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ODEV. 

THE PROGRESS OF PQBST. PINDARICiJU 

SBtjertifetnent* 

WHEN the AutUr frffublijhed tbh Afii tfas foUmjoing 
ode he tuas advifed, even by hk friends^ Ufubjmtif&M* 
few explanatory notes , but hdd Poo foutb riffieSl for ih* 
under funding of his readers i& take that t$etty< 
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MNDAR, QtyMp>¥h 



1. 1. 

Aware, iEolian lyre \ awake *, 

And give to rapture *!i thy trembling firing^ 

From Helicon's harmofiioug fprings 

A thoufand rills their ftiazy progrefs 



"50.:i ivy 



* Awake, my glory ! awake,, lute and harp. David 9 sPf alms. 
Pindar fey] es his own poeftry, with its mufical accompanie- 

*nents, A;oA*V (JLoK^h^ktoh^t't X^ a ^ AtoXrJ'civ^roai dvhoi, 
iEolian fong, iEolian itrings, the breath of the iEolian flute.— 
The fubjed and fimile, as ufual with Pindar, are here united. 
The various fources of poetry which gives life and luftre to all 
it touches are here defcribed as well in its quiet majeitick pro- 
grefs, enriching every fubjed (othcrwife dry and barren) with 
all the poinp of didion and luxuriant liarmony of numbers, as 
in its more rapid and irrefiftible coutfe, when fwoin and hur- 
% igd away by the conflict of tumultuous paflions. 



Hie laughing flow'rs that round them blow 5 

Ekink life and fragrance as they flow. 

Now the rich ftream of mufick winds along 

Deep, majeftick, fmooth, and firong, 

Thro' verdant vales and Ceres' golden reign ; 

Now rowling down the fleep amain I© 

Headlong, impetuous, fee it poor ; 

The rocks and nodding groves rebellow to the Voar. 

I. '},. 
Oh ! Sovereign * of the willing foul, 
Parent of fweet and folemn-*breathmg airs, 
Enchanting fhell ! the fullen Cares j$ 

And frantick Paftlons hear thy foft controul. 
On Thracia's hills the lord of War 
Has curb'd the fury of his car. 
And dropp'd his thirfty lance at' thy command : 
Perching on the fceptred hand f 2,« 

Of Jove, thy magick lulls the featherM king 
With ruffled plumes and flagging wing; 
Quench'd in dark clouds of flumber lie. 
The terrour of hts beak and lightnings of his eye. 

* Power of harmony to calm the turbulent pafltons of the 
foul. The thoughts are borrowed from the firft Pythian of 
Pindar. 

t This is a weak imitation of feme beautiful lines in the fame 



48 ODES. 

I. 3. 

Thee * the voice the dance obey, 25 

Temper 'd to thy warbled lay : 

O'er Idalia's velvet green 

The rofy-crowned Loves are feen " 

On Cytherea's day 

With antick Sports and blueey'd Pleafures 30 

Frifking light in frolick meafures : 

Now purfuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troops they meet ; 

To briflc notes in cadence beating 

Glance their many-twinkling feet f . 3$ 

Slow-melting flrains their queen's approach declare; 

Where'er fhc turns the Graces homage pay : 

With arms fublime, that float upon the air, 

In gliding ftate fhe wins her eafy way : 

O'er her warm cheek and rifing bofom move 40 

The bloom of young defire and purple light of love f. 

II, 1. 
Man's feeble race what ills await |j ! 
Labour and Penury, the racks of Pain, 
Difeafe, and Sorrow's weeping train, 
And Death, fad refuge from the ftorms of Fate ! 45 

* Power of harmony to produce all the graces of motion i» 
the body. 

Homer , Od. 0. 
\ Acc/u.7tH <T i7Ti 7rop<pvply<ri 

Ilccpsi fieri <pac tpuTo;. Pbrynlchus apud Alhencmm, 
U To compenfate the real or imaginary ills, of life the Mufq 
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^he fond complaint, my Song ! difprave, 

And juftify the laws of Jove. 

Say, has he giv'n in vain the heav'nly Mufe ? 

Night and ail her fitkly dews, 

Her fpe Ares wan and birds of boding cry, j 

He gives to range the dreary iky t 

Till down the eaftern cliffs afar * 

Hyperion'smarchtheyfpyandgUtt'ringftaftsofwar. 

II. z. 
In climes f beyond the Solar Road f 9 
Where fhaggy forms o'er ice-built m«Hntains roam, 
The Mufe has broke the twilight-gloom 5 6 

To cheer the fliiv'ring native's dull abode : 
And oft' beneath the od'rous fhade 
Of Chili 's boundlefs for efts laid 
She deigns to hear the favage youth repeat, fc> 

In loofe numbers wildly fweet 
Their feathcr^in&ur'd chief* and dufky loves. 
Her track where'er the goddefs roves 
dav C^^7 i T A ^ he tame *«*«•«« that fends the 

* Or feen the tnorning's well-appointed ftar, 
Come marching up the caftern hills afar. Cowley. 

.J* T nfi ! e ,: nftuence of PoeUck genius over the rcmoteft 

th ?^V"« V,ll " ed nati ° nS J it8 CODnexion ^ Kherty, and 
the Virtues that naturally attend On it. {See the Erfe Nor- 

f.nr^ dWeHh ' FragtoentS ' the Laplahd ^"m;S 

t Extra anni folffque Was. „• 7 

t-uttalontanadalcamindelfolc. Petrarcb, C*J!* 



JO ODES* 

Glory puifne, and gcn'rous fliame, 64 

Th' unconquerable mind and freedom's holy flame'. 

II. 3* 
Woods that wave o'er Delphi's fteep V 
lfles that crown th'iEgean deep, 
Fields that cool Iliffns laves, 
Or where Meander's amber waves 
In lihg'ring lab'rinths creep, 70 

How do your tuneful echoes languifii, 
Mute but to the voice of Anguifh ? 
Where each old poetick mountain 
Infpiration breath'd around; 
Ev'ry fhajde and ballow'd fountain 75 

Murmur'd deep a folemn found, 

Till the fad Nine, in Greece's evil hour, 

Left their ParnafTus for the Latian plains : 

Alike they fcorn the pomp of tyrant Pow'r 

And coward Vice that revels in her chains. 80 

When Latium had her lofty fpirit loft 

They fought, oh Albion ! next thy fea-encircled coaft. 

* Progrefs of poetry from Greece to Italy, and from Italy to 
England. Chaucer was not unacquainted with the writings of 
Dante or of Petrarch. TheEarl of Surry and Sir Thomas Wyatt 
had travelled in Italy, and formed their tafte there; Spenfer 
imitated the Italian writers, Milton improved on them : but 
this fchool expired foon after the reftoration, and a new one 
arofe on the French, model, which has fubfifted ever Once. 
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HLi. v 
Far from the fun and fummer*gale,* / 

In thy green lap was Nature's darling * laid, 
What time, where lucid Avon ftray'd, 8 J 

To him the Mighty Mother did unveil 
Her awful face : the dauntlefs child 
Stretch'd forth his little arms and fmii'd. 
This pencil take (fhe faid) whofe colours clear 
Richly paint the vernal year; 90 

Thine too thefe golden keys x immortal boy ! 
This can unlock the gates of Joy, 
Of Horrour that, and thrilling Fears, 
Or ope the facred fource of fympathetick Tears. 

HI. 2. 
Nor fecond hef that rode fublime 95 

Upon the feraph-wings of Ecftafy, 
The fecrets of th' abyfe to fpy, 
He pafs'd the flaming boutfas of place and time J : 
The living throne, the fapphire blaze \\ , 
Where angels tremble while they gaze, 100 

'* Shakefpeare. 

+ Milton, 

t flammantia moenia mundi. Lucretius* 

.. || For the fpirit of the living creature was in the wheels, — - 
And above the firmament that was over their heads was the 
likened of a throne, as the appearance of a fapphire (tone.--— 
This was the appearance of the glory of the Lord. 

Ezekielu xo, %6> %% f 

Eij 
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He faw, but blafted with excefs of light 

Clos'd his eyes in endlefs night *;• 

Behold where l^ryden's left prefumptnous car 

Wide o'er the fields «f glory bear 104 

Two courfers.of ethereal race f, [pace. 

With necks in thunder cloth'df and long-refounding 

HI. 3. 
Hark ! his hands the lyre explore ! 
Bright-ey'd Fancy hov'ring o'er 
Scatters from her pi&ur'd urn 
Thoughts that breathe and words that burn (J ; no 
But ah ! 't is heard no more -j-— - 
Oh, lyre divine I what daring fpirit 
Wakes thee now ? tho' he inherit 
Nor the pride nor ample pinion " , < 

That the Theban eagle bear -h- , If 5 

Sailing with f'upreme dominion 
Thro' the azure deep of air, 

. + Meant to exprefs the ftately march and/feunding energy 

of Dryden's rhymes. 

X Haft thou clothed his neck with thunder ? Job. 

|| Words that weep and tears that fpeak. ■ : Cowley. 

4. We have had in our language no other odes of the fublime 

kind than that of Dryden on St. Cecilia** day, for Cowley, who 

had his merit, yet wanted judgment, ftyle, ami harmony, for 

fuch a taflc. That of Pope is not worthy of fb great a man. Mr. 

Mafon indeed, of late days, has touched the true chords, and 

with a mafterly hand, in fomc of his chorufes- --—above all ift 

fhe laft ofCaracHcufcj 

Hark! heard ye not yon' fobtftep dread? iffc. 
■++■ Aiof xpos opvi^cc Stjov. Olymp. ii. Pindar compares 
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Yet oft* before his infant eyes would run 

Such forms as glitter in the Mole's ray, 

With orient hues unborrqw'd .of dthejim, iao 

Yet fliall he mount, and keep his diftant way 

Beyond the limits* of a vulgar fate, 

Beneath the good how far — but far above/ the great. 

himfelf to that bird, and his enemies to ravens that croak and 
clamour in vain below, whiJe it purfueslt;s flight regardlefs of 
their noife* 
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THEfeARD. PIWDARICK* 

*T H E following ode is founded on a tradition current in 
Wales that Edward I. nvhen he completed the conquejl 
of that country, ordered all the Bar 4* that fell into hit 
bands fa kt put to death* 

I.I. 
1 Ruin feize thee, ruthlefs King! 

* Confufion on thy banners wait, 

* Tho' fann'd by Conqueft's crimfon wing 

* They mock the air with idle flate *. 

* Helm nor hauberk's f twifled mail, 5 

* Nor even thy virtues, tyrant ! fhall avail 

c To fave thy fecret foul from nightly fears, 

* From Cambria's curfe, from Cambria's tears!* 
Such were the founds that o'er the crefled pride J 
Of the firft Edward fcatter'd wild difmay, 10 
As down the fteep of Snow don's fhaggy fide || 

He wound with toilfome march his long array: 

* Mocking the air with colours idly fpread. 

Shakefp. King John. 

f The hauberk was a texture of ftee! ringlets or rings in- 
terwoven, forming a coat of mail that fat clofe to the body 
and adapted itfelf to every motion. 

X The crefted adder's pride, Dryden's Indian £>iieen. 

|| Snowdon was a name given by the Saxons to that moun- 
tainous track which the Welih themfelves call Craigian-eryri: 



£tout Glo*fter * flood aghaflPta. ff*e€hlefi trance, 
Toa#hu! ^y^Mortimerfj^^coiwhMhisqmv'riifg 
lance. •:. ■* •-■- 

Oh a rock, whofe haaghtybyGfr ' t$ 

Frowns p*.4&6lA Co»Way*6 foaming flofld, 

Rob'd in the fable garb <i^W& t ; 

With haggard eyes the poet ftood; J 

(Loofe hw beard and hoar^h4|#^i » 

Stream' d like a,met.eor w> tile froebted air {} ) %6 

And with a matter's hand and* prnphe^a fire 

Struck the deep forrows of hi* ryte. 

' Hark how each giant oak and defert cave 

' Sighs to th£ torrent's awftfl voice beneath ! 

* O'er thee, oh King ! their hahdredArms they wave, 

' Revenge on thee in hoarfer murmurs breathe, 16 

it included all the highlands of Caernarvonfhire and Merioneth- 
shire, as far eaft as the river Conway. R. Hygden, fpeaking of 
the Caftte of Conway, built by Kihg ifthtord I. fkys, Ad drtum 
amnts Conway adcl'wum mentis Erery ; and Matthew of Weft- 
mi nfter, ^frf^n. ixB^ApudAbencntuayad pedes month Swkv* 
doni* fitit etigicaji rum forte. ' 

* Gilbert de Clare, furnamed the Red, Earl of Gloucefter and 
Hertford, foh- in-law to King Edward. 

t Edrhond de Mortimer, Lord ofWigtnore. They both 
were Lords Marchers, whofe lands lay on the borders of Wales, 
and probably accompanied the king in this expedition. 

X The Image was takeft from aivell-known pi&ureofRa* 
phael reprefenting the Supreme Being in the vifitfn of Eze- 
kiel. There are;two of thefe paintings, both believed original , 
fcne at Fltttence; the other at Parish " 

j] Shone like a meteor ttreaming to the wind, 

Milton's Faradifc Lojt* 
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« Vocal no more, fince Cambria's fatal day* > 

* To highborn Hoersfcarp oribft LleweUyn'j &y. J 

1.3. 

c Cold is Cadwallo's tongue, 

* That hulh'd the ftormy main 4 . .30 

* Brave Urien fleeps upon his craggy bed : 

* Mountains ! ye mourn in vain ; . ; 
' Modred, whofe ; magick fong 

' Made huge Plinlimmon bow his eloud-topp'd head, 

' 0n dreary Arvon's * more they lie, 35 

' Smear'd with gore and ghaftly pale ; 

' Far, far aloof th' affrighted ravens fail, 

' The famifh'd eagle f fereams and paffes by. 

* Dear loft companions of my tuneful art, 

* Dear f as the light that vifits thefe fad eyes* 4© 

* Dear as the ruddy drops-that warm my heart, 

* Ye dy'd amidft your dying country's cries 

♦ TheihoresofCaernarvonfhire, oppofite to the ule of An? 
glefey. 

t Camden and others obferve that eagles ufed annually to 
build their aerie among the rocks of Snowdon, which from 
thence (as fome think) were named by the Wellh Craigian- 
eryri, or the crags of the eagles. At this day (I am told) the 
higheft point of Snowdon is called The Eagle's Neft. That bird 
is certainly no ftranger to this ifland, as the Scots, and the 
people of Cumberland,Weftmoreland, ^c.can teftify : it. even 
has built its neft in the freak of Derbyfliire. CSee fFillougbbfi 
Ornilhol. pubHihed by Ray.] 

% As dear to me as are the ruddy drops 
That vifit my fad heart — Shakefp, Julius Cefar, . 
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* No more T weep. They do not fleep ; 

* On yonder cliffs, a gtiflyfrand,' 

* I fee them fit ; they linger.yet; £§ 
4 Avengers of their native land; 

* With me in dreadful harmony they join, 

* And weave * with bloody hands the tiffue of thy 

"iinie.* '■ ■ 

"Weave the warp and weave the woof, 

*f The wirtdmgihtet of Edward's racfe; 50 

" Give ampte room and verge enough 

" The characters of hell to trace. 

* 'JVIark the year and mark the night 

" When Severn fliafl reecho with, affright • 

5* Thefhricksoldcat^thro' Berkley 'sroofti that ring, 
<c Shrieks of an agonizing kingf ! 56 

*' She-wolf of France {, with unrelenting Fangs 
" That tear'ft the bowels of thy mangled mate,. ; * 
* c From thee }f be born who 1 o'er thy country hangg 
<" The fcourge of Heav'n. What Terr ours round bim 
wait! i .'...'. V -60 

«* Amazement an hiB tfan, with Flight combing ' 
*' And Sorrow's faded form, and Solitude behind. 

* Seethe Norwegian ode that follows. 
; + Edward It "cruelly "butchered In Berkley Cattle, 
t Ifa'bel of France, Edward 1 ll*s adulterous queers 
, |] Triumph* of Edward III. in, France. 
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: " n.%. ■ ■ ■■'■■ ' ■.•-■■:* 

" Mighty vi&or, mighty lord, «* 

** l.ow on his fun'raliconch he lies * ! 

" No pitying heart, no eye, afford 6$ 

** A tear to grace his obfequies ! * 

" Is the fable warriour -J* fled ? 

*' Thy fon is gone ; he refts among the dead. 

*' The fwarm that in thyndontide beam were born f 

" Gone to falute the riling morn : JO 

"Fair laughs the morn |, and foft the zephir blows,' 

" While proudly riding o'er the azure realm 

" In gallant trim the gilded veffel goes, 

' * Youth on the prow and Pleafure at the helm, 

" Regardlefs of the fweeping whirlwind's fway, 75 

** Thathufh'din grim repofe expe&s hisev'ningprcy; 

II. 3- 

" Fill high the fparkling bowl ||, 

" The rich repaft prepare ; 

'^ Reft of a crown he yet may fhare the feaft. 

** Clofe by the regal chair 80 

*' FellThirft and Famine fcowl 

" A baleful (mile upon their baffled gueffc. 

* Death of that king, abandoned by his children, and even 
robbed in his latt moments by his courtiers and his miftrefs, 

f Edw. the Black Prince, dead fome time before his father, 
r % Magnificence of Rich. IPs reign. See Froiflard, and other 
contemporary writers. 

(I Richard II. (as we are told by Archbifhop Scroop arid the 
confederate Lords in their manifefto, by Thomas of Walfing- 
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il Heard ye the din of battle bray *, 

€< Lance to lance and horfe to horfe ? 

" Long years of havock urge their deftin'd courfe,8j 

" And thro* the kindred fquadrons mow their way« 

£' Ye Tow'rs of Julius f! London's lafting fhame, 

" With many a foul and midnight murder fed, 

" Revere his conforms | faith, his father's (| fame, 

ic And fpare the meek ufurper's 4- holy head. 90 

<< Above, below, the Rofe of fnow **, 

"' Twin'd with her blufhing foe, we fpread; 

* c The bnflled Boar -»•*• in infant-gore 

€i Wallows beneath the thorny ftiade. 

c * Now Brother's! bending o'er th* accurfed loom 95 

<c Stamp we our vengeance deep, and ratify his doom. 

ham, andall the older writers) wasftarved to death. Theftory 
of his affaffination by Sir Piers ofExon is of much later date. 
r V Ruinous civil wars of York and Lancafter. 

+ Henry VI. George Duke of Clarence, Edward V. Richard 
Duke of York, t&c. believed to be murdered fecretly in thq 
Tower of London. The oldeft part of that ftrufture is vulgarly 
attributed to Julius Csefar. 

J Margaret of Anjou, a woman of heroick fpirit, who ftrug- 
gled hard to fave her hulband and her crown. 

|| Henry V. 

4 Henry VI. very near being canonized. The line of Lanca^ 
fter had no right of inheritance to the crown* 

** The white and red Rofes, devices of York and Lancaf- 
ter. 

++ The filver Boar was the badge Of Richard III. whence 
he was ufually known in his own time by the name of The 
Boar. - 
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III.?. 

" Edward, Io I to fuddenfate 

" (Weave we the woof; the thread is fpun ;) 

" Half of thy heart * we confeerate ; 

* c (The web is wove ; the work is done . ' * ) . z o* 

' Stay, oh ftay I nor thus forlorn 

* J^ea ve me unblefs'd, uspity'd, here to mourn. 

* In yon' bright track that fires the weftern ikies 
« They melt they vanish from my eyes. 

' But oh I what folemn fceneson Saowden's height 

* Defcending flow their glitt'ring ikirts unroll ■* 106 

* Vifions of glory ! fpare my aching fight, 

* Ye unborn ages crowd not on my foul \ 

' No more our long-loft Arthur f we bewail : 
'All-hail, ye genuine Kings {, Britannia's iffue, haiU 

IH.a. 
' Girt with many a baron bold 1 1 f 

* Sublime their flarry fronts they rear, 

c And gorgeous dames, and fiatefroen old 
< In bearded majefty appear; 

# Eleanor ofCaftifc died a few years after the conqueft of 
Wales. Theheroick proof fhe gave of her affeaion for her lord 
u well known. The monument* of his regret and forrow for 
tiie lofs of her are ftiU to be feen at Northampton. Gadduag- 
ton, Walthain, and- other piaces. 

t It was the common belief of the WeHh nation that King 
Arthur wa* ftill alive in Fairyland, and thould return again to 
reign over Britain. 

X Both Merlin and Talieffin had prophefied that the Welih 
fhould regain their fovereignty over this ifland r which feeraed 
to be accompliihed in the houfe of Tudor. 



* fri the midil a form divine, ; ,- ... fr , 
« Her eye proclaims h«r ©fTtfie Briton-line, 

'Her lion^orti h« >aw«HfQmmanding fare^, : , , 
f-Attemper'dfweertb^iririnvgrace. : .' 

* Wfcat ftrings fympheaku^tcemble m the dip l 

« Hear from ttograv^grtat Taliefiin .fWie», 
' They ^eath^afdal to animate thy Hay, . . 
c Bright Rapture cal^abd^aring as Ih«'fing8 

* Waves in the eye ^heav'n her ma*iy.coh>ur'd 

Wings.- -'«•■ > •'• >• :•■■'". ; .:., . 

* The verfe adopt* agaifr c 

« And Truth fevere, by Fairy Fiction dreft. 
' In bufldn'd meafure,s, move J| 
€ Pale Grief, and pleating Pain, 

* With Horrour, tyrant of the throbbing breaft. r 3 o 

hiSttl!"^ glven h y <^ een Otaibelh to 

«r , za ™' ambaffador of Poland, fays "And thus ih^ 
« at^orf ^ daUnt f d the m ^ ert «« "o "eft vv "h her 

f Talieffin, chief of the Bards, flouriflied in the tthcentunr 

2 rZnlZn ^^ "* »* «"««^ In 1 u^ 
aeration among his countrymen. 

t Fierce wars and faithful loves (hall moralise my fong 
Jl Shakcfpeare. ^'"' *""" * Tbs ***» %<™- 
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* A voice f as of the cherub-»ch<oir * 

* Gales from blooming Eden bear, 

* And $ftant warblings \-\e&n on toy ear, ; f * 

* That loft in long futurity sspire, [cloud* 

* Fond impious man!. ;thtak& thou yon' fangtrine 
« Rais'd by thy breath, has quenchM the orb of day ? 
' To-morrow he repairs the golden flood, 1 3 7 
' And warms the nations: with fedoubkd ray. j 
' Enough forme : with joy I fee - 

* The diff'rent doom our Fates afEgn .-:: . , 140 
' Be thine defpair and fceptred care, 

4 To triumph and to die are mine.' 

Hefpoke, and headlong from the mountain's height 

Deep in the roaring tide hi jtfung'd.tQ endlef* nights 

« .'.■-. ■ *■ ...... - . * .-*, . * 

+ Milton. y * 

% The fucceffion of poets after ijil ton's time. 
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AD VERTISEMENT. 

¥BE Author once bad thoughts (in concert with a friend! 
yg™»gahiJ}oryo^ 

u to it be want to have produced Jbmejfiecimens oftheflyU 
ihat reigned in, ancient times among the neighbouring na- 
turns, or ibofiwhobadjubducdtbc greater part of this- 
jfiand, and -were our progenitors: the following three 
^ imitations made «P*rttfthem.Heafter™rds)iropped 
. ™W&i facially after he had heard 'that 'it^asaU 
Wdy in the hands of apetfon well qualified to do it j u - 
Jltce both by bis tafie-andbis refearcbes into antiauity. 



Fij 



PREFACE, 

IN the Ttth century Sigurd \ J^arlqfthe Orkney- 7Jlands % 
*went with ajlcct of/hips and a considerable body of troops 
into lrelan4te th^afftflanst ^SigJ^yg 4yith the filkefl 
beard, who ivds then making *wdr on his father-in-law f 
J3ri$n King of Dublin. The earl and all his for cesser e 
cut to: pieces y and Sigtryg*%vas in clanger of a total defeat $ 
hut the enemy had a greater lofs iyihe death of Brian 
their £if?g) who fell in the a€lion. On Chrifmafday 
($c day of the battiej a native of Caithness in Scotland 
faito] at a difariie^ a number' of pzrfons on horfebac\ri^ 
dwglfvtiffztd towards a hilly undfeeming to enter mto 
it\ Curiojity fed * him^qfotYonb Weffi^tilt looking through 
an opening. in the rocis he^Ja%trttuel t ve ghanficl ^fgurcs 
f tumbling <tibQmm: they %bere allemployed about [a loom f 
afid ds they wove they fung the folloxving dreadfutfomg f 
which when they hadfnijhed they tore the web into twelve 
pieces y and each taking her portion galloped Jix tdtbe 
north 3 and as many to thefoyth , 
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ODE VII. 

TgE FATAL SISTERS. FROM THE NORSE TONGUE. 



* *■ •■;.>„.:.* 



To be found in the Or cades of Tbermodus forfeits ; Haf- 
nia i 1697, folio; and 'alfoinBartboiikus. 

Viiterorpitfyrirraifalli^e. 

X\ o w the ftorm begins to low'r, 

(Hafte, the loom of hell prepare) 

Iron-fleet of arrowy fhow'r * 

Hurtles f in the darken'd air. * 

Glitt'ring lances are the loom 

Where the dufky warp we ftrain. 

Weaving many a foldier's doom, 

Orkney's wo and Rand-ver's bane. g 



* it- 
's '■ 



mte. The Valkyriur were female divinities, fervants of 

Odin (or Woden) in the Gothick mythology. Their name fig- 
nines Cbu/ers ofthejlain. They were motmted on Twift hbrfe, 
withdrawn fwords in their hands, and in the throng of battle 
feleaed fuch as weredeftined to (laughter, jwdjconduded them 
.to Valkalla, (the hall of Odin, or paradife of the brave) where 
they attended the banquet, and ferved the departed heroes 
with horns of mead and ale. 

* How quick they whed'd, and flying,, behind them -foot 
Sharp fleet of arrowy ihow'r— Mitt Par J?- 

t The noifc of battle hurtled in the air.' Shakefp.J u L cJy. 



46 QSl&tm 

See tbe gritly texture grow, 

(' Tis of human entrails Wi^d^l ';„ ) 

And the weights that play below 

Each agafping warriour'sfread. %% 

Shafts for ftiwtties, dipt in gore, 

Shoot the tremblings cords along: 

Sword, that once a monarch bor$j .;.■ 

Keep the tiffue clofe and ftrong. l6 

Mifta black, terrific^ maid J "*■""' ' 

Sangrida and Hilda {ee, 

Jpin the wayward work to aid; . . ! 

'Tis the woof of victory • %o 






Ere the ruddy fun be fet 

Pikes muflihiver jav'linsfing, / 

Blade with clatt'ring bMer&MCttf ^ 

Haubtfflt crafh and helmet ring. 24 

( Weave the crirnfon web of war) 

Let us go and Jet ys fly 

Where our fritmds the conflict fhare, 

Wherp tfyey triumph, where they die* it$ 

As the paths of Fate wfe trea4, 

Wading thro' th' enfanguin'd field, 

Gondii !a and Geira. fpread 

O'er the youthful king your fhield, %% 



ty 



44 



We the reins to flaughter give, ;. j :j -, -,. 
Ours to kill and ours to fparc : 

Spite of danger he ftall live. ;,....[....' 

(Jtfeave the crimfon w*b of war.) .. I . $# 

They whom once tfaeddefet beach 

Pent within its bleak domain 

Soon their ample fway mail ftretch 

9*er the plenty of the plaid.: 40 

Low the dauntlefs earl is laid, 
Gor'd with many agaping wound : 
Fate demands a nobler head j 
Soon a king ihall bite the ground. 

i - 

Long his lofs (hall Eirin f weep, 

Ne'er again his likenefs fee ; 

Long her ftrains in forrow fteep, 

Strains of immortality! .g 

Horrour covers all the heath, 

Clouds of carnage blot the fun : 

Sifters ! weave the web of death : 

Sifters ! ceafe ; the work is done. < 3 

Hall the taft and hail the hands! 

Songs of joy and triumph fing j 

Joy to the victorious bands, 

Triumph to the younger king. • r$ 

$ Ireland. 
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Mortal ! thou that hear'ft the tale, 

Learn the tenour of our fong: > ' 

Scotland ! thro' each winding Vale 

Far and wide the notes prolong. 60 

Sifters! hence with fpurs of fpeed; 

Each her thund'ring falchion wield \ 

Each beftride her fable, fteed: 

Hurry, hurry, to the field. 64 



GDEV1IL 

THEDESCENTOFODIN. FROM THE NORSE TONGUE, 

¥0 be found in Barthollnus^ de caujis eontemnenda mortis / 
Haj hia, 1689, quarto* 

Ufrreis Odinn Allda gautr y &d. 

U prose the King of Men with fpeed, 
And faddled ftraight his coal- blade fteed 5 
Down the yawning fteep he rode 
That leads to Hela'sf drear abode. 

' ' '■ ' ' 

+Niflheimr, the hell of the Gothick nations, confifted of nine 
worlds, to which were devoted aH fuch as died of ftcknefe, 
old age, or by any other means than in battle j over it pf elided 
Hela, the goddefs of Death* 

% 



Him the Dog o£.Darkm&fpyMv " 5 

His fhaggy throat he open 'di^iiic, 
While from his jaws, wjtterfaimage filTd, 
Foam and humarig&rc;dilbU , di • 

Hoarfe he bays with hideoiisdin, 

Eyes that glow and faaig 8 that grin, IO 

And long purfueswjth/fmitlefs yell 
The father of the pow'rfrd fpell; . 

Onward Hill his way he tal;cs, 

(The groaning earth beneath him {hakes) 

Till full before Jiisfjeaxkfs eyes t/ 

The portals nine of hellarife. 

Right againft the e^ilem gate 
By the mofs-grown pifc lie fate, « 

Where long of yore tqileep was laid , 

The duft of the pnophctitk-maid. „ A / a# 

Facing to the northern clime, r . ;, 

?%rice he trae'd the Rjioicfc rhyme, I 

Thrice pronoun c'd, in access dread, 

The thrilling verfe that w*kes the dead, 

Till from out the hollow ground • 2 > 

Slowly breathM a fuilentfoimd, 

I -Proph. What call riaiumwa,. what charms, pre- 

To break the quiet of the tomb f - ' £fo m( j 

Who thus affli&s my troi|bled%ite, : . 

And drags me from the reafmsof Night } ':: 3* 

^ong on thefe m«uls#ring bones have twiafc . ; 

W&c winter's fnow the fummei-Vhcatb 
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The drenching dewi and driving rain.! . i 

Let me, let me lleep again* . 

"VYho is he with voice unbleft 3j 

That calls me from the bed of reft? 

Odin. A traveller, to thee unknown, 
Is he that calls, a warriottrYfon. >•..,.■ ; 

Tho u the deeds of light (halt know, ; , , 

Tell me what is done below, 4$ 

For whom yon' glitt'ring board is fpread> 
Dreft for whom yon' golden bed ? 

Proph . Mantling in the goblet fee 
The pure bev'rage of the bee, 
O'er it hangs the fliieid of gold ; AS 

*Tis the drink of Balder bold ; 
iJalder's head to death is giv'h; 
J?ain can reach the fons of Heav'n ! 1 

Unwilling I my lips unclofe; :.'■•- 

Leave me, leave mc to repofe. *£ 

Odin. Once again my call obey t » ' 

Prophetefs ! arife, and fay 
What dangers Odin's child await, 
Who the author of his fate? i 

Pro ph. In Hoder's hand the hero's doom ; 55 
His brother fends him to the tomb . 
Now my weary lips I clofe; 
Leave me, leave me to repofe. v 

Odin. Prophetef*! my fpell obey, 
Once again arife, and fay fa 
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Who th\avenger of his guilt, 
By whom fhall Hoder's blood be fpilt I 
Pro ph. In the caverns of the weft, 
By Odin's fierce embrace compreft, 
A wond'rous boy fhall Rinda bear, fa 

Who ne'er mall comb his raven-hair, 
Nor wafh his vifage in the ftream, 

Nor fee the fun's departing beam, 

Till he on Hoder's corfe fhall fmilc 

Plamingon the fun'ral pile. 7© 

Now my weary lips I clofe ; 

Leave me, leave me to repofe. 

Odin. Yet a while my call obey : 
Prophetefs! awake, and fay 

What virgins thefe, in fpeechlefs wo, ;j 

That bend to earth their folemn brow, 

That their flaxen treflestear, 

And fnowy veils that float in air ? 

Tell me whence their forrows rofe, 

Then I leave thee to repofe. g 

Pro ph. Ha ! no traveller art thou, 
King of Men, I know thee now ; 

Mightieft of a mighty line 

Odin. No boding maid of Ikill divine 
Art thou, nor prophetefs of good, g r 

But mother of the giant-brood ! 

Proph. Hie thee hence, and boaft at home 
That never fhall enquirer come 



To break my kon-fleep agaio 

Till Lok f has burfVhia tenfold chain ; «{> 

Never till fubftantial Night 

Has reaffum'd her amtcot right, * 

Till wrapp'd in flames, in rftia htai'd, ... 

Sinks the fabriek of the world. £4 

■ f': '%**■• : 

t Lok is the evil being, who continues in chains tjiahe,*a>f- 
ligbtoftbegods approaches* when hefhall break his bonds j the 
human-race, the ttars, and fun, ih all difappear, the earth fink 
'm the feasrand fire confume the ikies j even Odin httafelf,. arid 
his kindred-deities, ihall perifh. For a farther explanation of 
this mythology fee Introduaion a I'HiJloire de Danhemarc far 
Monf. Mallat, 1755, 4to ; -or rather a tfanflation of it ptiblifft- 
ed in 1770, and entitled Northern Antiquities, in whhrfcjbme 
miftakes in the original are judiciouflycorre&ed. 
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THE TRIUMPHS^OWSN. A W*dti**T 
nt>A« Quarto. ' v ^ ^f- ; -( > 



I764, quarto. 
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OWENfucceeded ' bii fntirer Griffin the p ^^palU yo f 
forty years afterwards.' •' : ; ^ - I* 

Owen's praife demands my fongi - * , / V. . 

Owen fwift arid Owen itajng, n 1 <■ \- ..: - 

faireflflow^ofnRodVkk'sftem/ •■ i-,^ . . 

Owyneth's f ftidd and Brkain'^nv'' '<> ;.': . 

He nor heaps his,brooded (lores ■: ' - 

Nor on ay profufely pours, 

Lord of ev'ry regal at t, 

X*ibVal hand and open heart. : . f > •< 

Big with hofts of mighty name- l- 
Squadrons three agam'A him camie r :/ : . JQ 
This the force of Eirin, hiding,-; .- 
Side by fide as proudly riding u = .- . : ; 

On her lhadow long and gay 1 
I.ochiin t plows thx? wat'ry way; 
There the Norman fails afar 
Catch the winds and join the war, 

t North Wales. X Denmark. 
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Black and huge along they fweep^ 
Burthens of the angry tteep. 

Daundef^ or* his native fands 
The Dragon fbn f of Mona ftands ; , %& 

In glitt^rkg afrffts a^dgldry ' "draft v 
High he rears his ruby creft : 
There the thund'rjfig ftrcto h*#*V 
Theie the prefoa»d there the dii^, 
Talymalfra's rocky fhore $5 

Echoing to the battle's rore. 
Check'd by the torrent-tide of blood - 
Backward Meinaf rolls his fload r 
While heap'dhris matter's fbet aroiinct l 

Proftratewarriours^gfiaw the grofihd* 3$ 

Where hi^glowifrg eyeball* turn 
Thoufand banners round him burn, 
Where he points his purple fpear 
Hafty, hafty rout is there, 
Marking with indignant ^ye 
Fear to ftop anrd Shame to fly : 
There Confufion,.Tcrrottr*8 child, 
€onfli<& fierce and Ruin wild, 
Agony that pants for breath, 

Defpair and honourable Death. 

****■#■ * * * .* # * * * # 



t The red Dragon is the device of GadwaUader, which a* 
his defcendants bore on their banners. 
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#«. the mijh W^^Jyled $& Wnarch of the 
Bards. Hefouri/ba^ouMaJ^eofrali^n, A. />. 
5 70. Tbu ode h agtrvGtffaQjbe Gododin. [See Mr. 

^varis^s ape^en^. Ux . 7i j rj ' 

Ia& J bMtfecitesPfieaatV alight; \h -*ii 
With h^fogg ca^j J^i fciMaffrjght; 
Upon Deira's Jquadrons hjirl'd 

To rufe ^d^^^tkmfrmtHm^idi 

Too, too fecure in yta^iiUfti^ ,< 
By them my^i^^^y i^^ ^.^" 

Oreat Cian'sfo^^f-IVf^Qcx^ 
fie afk'd no heaps of hq*vM&M? 
Alone in Nature's wraith wwj '4 r 
He alk'd and had ^e^oveiy e*a*d f ,, 

Twice two hun&<£wmiqw&.gQ^; • 

JBv'ry warrioar's manjy n^ck 

Chain* o|^ga| |w>»©«r ^6ck t 

WreathM in ma»yr^ : gol4e^ ^sk r = If 

From the golden cup thej.drink 

Or the grape's ec^icfeju^ : 
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Save Aer on brave andCon^r^ong'^ 

( BurfHng thro' the bloody tn'rong) 

And I the meaneft of them all§ a s;; r 

That live to weep and Xing thd^faJL . 24 






Performed in tht * Sentife-houfe at Cambridge 'July 1. 1 769^ 
at theinjl (illation of fft£ Grace A&gujlus* Henry Fitzri>%> 
Duke of Graff&^lChauctltot ofth& Unfaerftty* 1 r' ■ t 

« c H e n c e>; av&tftil f ( "t idho'ly greara<$ 

*.' Coniua and his niidniight cVew, v 

" And Ignorance' with looKsprofoondv' ' r 

" And dreaming Sloth' of pallid huey - - : 

** Mad Sedition « cry -prof ane;- ", ' :1 " : : '--5 

" Servitude that hfrgs fie> chain/' r 

%f - Nor in thefe confeerated bow'H '■' : 

" Let paintectFlatt'ry hid hefferpent-traiiiin flow'r s^ 

" Nor Envy bafe not creeping Gain 

" Dare the Mufe's wa& to ftainy ia 

" While bright-ey'd Science w^ches round: Ji 

%f Henee, away! 'tis holy ground*'* n 

From yonder realms of empyrean day 

Burfts on my ear th' indignant lay ; ' 

There fit the" fainted ifage, the bard divine* ij 

The few whomGeriius gave to fhine 

Thro' ev'ry unbern age and undifcover'd clime* 



9^ptincelefliaItranfport^ey t ; : . . - 
. Yet hither <rf&AgtemtkQmhigh n - : ■ 

To ble/fc tfe#?5jpkae ptoses on *h&r caning &uj 
Firftthegenntn^jat^ttffteJe, . ^ 

^ Iwas Milton ftruck the 4^p,|q»'4r(kU» 
Andastl£^<^^ 

Meek Newton's *Hf j^ndsjf^&fcAa**^ 2£ 

And nods ^k^^}md^4:imm%mt^rhfa^. , 

*S Ye bro^ft'e^w-ctof Proves! 

*' That contempla&pja l&ve^ . , ; . 

" Where willowy. Gaw* fcngej-s *Uh skrUgfo, 

" Oft 1 at the blufh of dawn , 

*' I- trod jtmt level lawn, 
* r Oft' woo'd the gle^ni pf Cynthia nbrer-brjghj 
^Ja cJoi&sr* diffi^larlro^ the haun^of Fbljy> 
*' Wfth Freedom by my fide and foft-ey'd Meian- 

But barje ! the portals found, and pacing forth * j 

With fblemn fteps and flow 

High potentates, atnd dames of *oyai hittb, 

And mitred^athers, in lbflg ck^ei* go :' '* ' 



..<>:-. .■,*,.;,-», ... .. , . 



t Edward III. who added J^/^ir^r©fFr^nc$ to the 



58 4fi*#. 

From haughty Gallia tor*, 1 '• '• r ; I \q& 

And fad Chatillotf*, on her brida"l;morfr ". ^ 
That wept her bleeding l6V6,nahtip#iiloel^ Clare f^' 
And Anj ©i|*s 'Heroine % •%n&tbk-'p}ftftWUofo ||, :i c I 
The rival of her crown and df her W«ie8y 
And either Hciiry^ there, -1 '! 45 

The mrifdeir^d fafet and themajeftick lord, A 

That broke th^bcrids «£ Ruffie. : 

(TiwiP&toii A«ll*4i«l€ ttHiirftjvhs d'ct, : 

Their human paffions noir no more, 
Save charity, that glmvs4jeyan<d tfcetomb) 56 

All that on Granta's fruitful plain m ^ 

Rich<ftre&ws 6f regal bounty ^oar^d, 



, * 



*Mary de Valentia, CountefeQfPemWoke*datighter of Guy 
de ChatiHoa,.€omte deSt. Paul in Franc?, of whom tra^itiQS 
fays that herhufband Audemar de Valentia, Earl of Pembroke, 
wasilaln at a tournament on thedayof&lsnuptial*- Shfewaa 
tk£ foftttdjECf* pi ?«|afef ^e ; fi^legf ;0f ^aJU^^nder the na^e of 
Aula Marias de Valentia. * r , , 

i Elizabeth de Burg v Countefs of Clare, was tvSfe 6f*John de 
Burg, fon and heir of the Earf <i>f Ulfter, and daughter of Gil- 
bert de Clar<j,.EaTi^Gk)ycefter, by Joan, of Acres, daughter 
of Edward I. ; hence the poet gives her the epithet of princely. 
She founded Clare-hall. ^ J , * : * ' 

t Margaret?of Arrj^>vvife of Henry VI* foua^r^of^geeii'^- 
coilege. The pqet l}k§ ^elebr^ted her copjug^fi^jity in a 
former ode. ; /; ■ ^-7.--.r T oa,-- 

|j Elizabeth "W r WviFfe; ^ife (rfEdwa^wJ^ewfeiaiedthte 
paler Rofe, as^beii^g of the houfe of York.) She added to the 
foundation" df Mrgaret of Anjou. >Ji <,; '' ^ 1[ -^^* f 

+ Henry the V& ; ^ tile foufitlet of Kftig% 

the latter the gtfeateii benefactor to Trinity-college. 
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(TDES, 

And bad thefe awful fanes aftd turrets rife : 
To hail their Fitzroy 's feftal meaning come 
And thus they fpeak in foft&ccord 55 

The Kcjttid langtiage of the Sties ; : - - ' • < 

■...tjr.. ...,.: ..... .. 

" What i$ grandeur j whatis.power? 
"Heavier toil ifuperiour pain. > 

" What the bright reward we gain & 
" The grateful mem'ry of the good. < ; (,& 

Sweet .Ik die breath of vernal fliow'r, 
-The bee's colle&ed treafureii fweet, : „ • 

^Sweet Mufick's melting fallv but Tweeter y€t, ; > 
" The flill fmall voice of Gratitude." : 






cc 
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Forenioft ,* an d leaning from her golden cloud, : ■ 6$ 
The venerable Marg'ret' * fte ! 

"Welcome, my noble fbn! v \fbceries^oiia, r 1 ; 
'** To this thy kindred train and me : . / . 

" PIeas\l in thy. lineaments, we trace, , ' , ; - 
" A Tudor's f fire a Boaulortte grace. .. • 7© 

" Thy lib'raLheart, thyjudgihg-eycj r 

i^Theflow'r unheeded: flialldcfcry,. ,. 

"And bid it round heav'n's altars med 
" Tfeie fragrawee M ^s^blbfhiag Mid; '' 1 

* Counters of Richmond and Derbv, the mother of H. Vir. 
found refs of St. John's and Chrift's colleges. 
■ t The Countefs was a -Beaufort, and married to' a Tudor ; 
hence the application of this line to'the Duke of Crafton> wh» 
claims defcent from both thefe families* 



** Shall raifeiram eattbsike latent gem : f$ 

** To glitter on the diadem- ., , 

*' Lo ! Granta waits to lead her blooraiag hand; . " 

" Not obvious, not obtrufive, flie 

*' No vulgar praife no venal irrcenfe flipgg, 

" Nor dares with courtly tongue refin ? d 8<* 

" Profane thy inhorn royalty of mind * 

? l She reveres hcrfelfand thee. 

*' With modeft pride to grace thy youthful brow 

" The laureate wreath fr that Cecil wore flic bririgs, ; 

" And to thy juft, thy gentle, hand %$ 

" Submits the fafces of her fway, 

" While fpirits bleft above and men below 

<f Join with giad vorce the loud fymphpnious lay. 

vni. 

" Thro* the wild waves as they roar 

" With watchful eye and datmtlefsmien 90 

' * Thy fteady courie of honour keep, 

** Nor fear thexocks fior &efc the &ore 1 

* c The ftar of JJnmfwick fmiles fcrcae, 

" And gilds the horraurs of the deep.-' 94 

t Lord Treafurer B>urleigh wafcCfcaneellarflf the Voive^ltf 
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
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MR. GRJr's Elegy, freyiou m teMM^SMibaiuledadat* 
tn mf. andhad'athohgjl o^r^M^m i^£am t S 
rejided in&WMokmw*&0miiM TbtperjWm*nti 

*inducm& mjowifoM'tb? ^for's, acquaintance, &'(& 
^ Scbaub and Wf\ Speed, then a.tM boufa undertook to intro- 
duce her to it. Th^mdimefWaikd J aphnthe^atbora ! t his 
aunt's folitary habitation, %i>ber*M atJhat time. rejdedyd'M, 

^tfindinghima^^etheyl^^^bmndthem.Ur.Gray^ 
Jurprifed atfuch a compliment, returned the '-viftt j and as the 
- -beginning of this intertourfr bsre^ms^ppearance of romtince{ 
he gave the hiiifyorous;and lwtj/.<mmt of itwbkbtbeJlonz 
Story contains. .., . , '". 

n Britain's ifle, nWtiim&Mftem, r "I f A 

ftti ancient pile-of JM&^g&di^: 
The Huntingdon&Hiid Fftttonrtkeee 
Employ'd the pow'r (# t^i^hati&'I y » ' .^ r ^ 
To raife the ceMingte fretttf&imgiit, - » ; T ■ 

£ach pannelin achiewfasfent^ofofhib^;- v r : ir V:<\ 
Rich windows thab^fodertteMgiiv- "--h ui 
AndpaffagesshatleadtontrtMng/ 1 ? I ^ :/-.., \ Ig 






\i\iY., ".<; ",i 'j/i-j 
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: 4 Tk? manli ? n r J )9 t,f £ ^ ^lwrP^is^^eflinthepoffcffiofli 
-?. WS^¥Ptefs. Cobhaoa. t The ftyle <tf budding which we how 
catl (^een Elizabeth's ^lieje^frabiy ^crihed both with 
.regard to itsbeautie? and defect j and the .third and fourth 
^ a /?| as dpUrieatethe far^aftldkjmAnners ofher timewithequAl 
?£&■?*$■ h " m °ur. Thihoufe formerly .belonged, to the Earl 
ofHuntingdon andthe'faniily ofHatton. 






$2» MISCELLANIES. 

^ Tull oft' withj^ &£ f£$*&**tyfa 

My grave Xor4-I<^f^#|^^^r^ls; ' 

The feal and maces 4ane*^befqre„him. ...-.-' r& 

His bulky beard in ^ &oeftririgs green , 
If&fetedWft^t^ doublet. "■ .'"" ; * 

< 3%e* Pope and S|>a»iae4 co«W riot trouble ki 16 
":'J What, is t;he:.^^^;^giiiq^|j; 1 1 : . '; " ;' '; 
ShajQaeofthe «ee£fyn^ taribei • ; 4 ; >v 
Yofcr, hift^y whether ire yoa fj&iningi - .-■' 
Can yoa do uothiog E^ 1 4«f£ribe ? £o 

. A houfe there ia £a*d<ifcat *6 enough) 
From whence one fatal morning iflues 
A brace of warrio^f&^n^ie ttuft i • ,: .: ■ ^ A 
Butruaiingint^itfiJb^Si^es. 3 .;,„,, m 

The firft carrm*«#^«^ftt>ik«I sand?* - - 

Jler coaq'ring dejltay^&fcag; 7a:; , ■,-.:::■: 
Whom meaneji>$fttttiw^yfe %&si«ce^ t _ r 
And vainly z&MtA&t&killmgi.r v\ : ..-.;,.„, fcg 

The other Ain^^^^^e^tt '-, - > >; 
fiad arm'd with fpmbmk&t&Stomtz^..:- 

# Sir Chriftopher Hatton, prompted by Queen Elizabeth for 
his graceful perfcin 'and ^edan^n^^Bii^s 1 were- * fort 
<tf figure-dance then tyt r6gt^vattd ! pr^babtydeffi^edase!e^afrt 
** our modern cotfllbn*, or Ml; rnore modern <j«adrtftes. 

+ The reader Va!teadya^prife4 Who thefeiailJe^ Were * the 
two defcripttona Rie ^cttify cdiitri^ - f y indnot1tkk can be 
more happilyturnedtlianttiecdinptirirent totady Cobham .In 
tfee eighth ftanza. -'■ ■■ : '->'v '- ^'' -> •' ■■■'.;-■ •'-'*- *a 



But Cobham h^dtfac^ilh'gi^, t:'.') 

And tip]fHiier«hwm^ti»|^Kf^^i M ..r:,A ^ 
To celebrate fcer eyevhet a1r-~~ - 

CoarfepanegyridBswooIdtofetfthtrj ^ - 

Meliffa is her *om ikfv&rv p' >.« 

Alas ! who would not vnAs-ttFffosk he* ? & 

With bonnet bhreamiicajpajdsln^, 

Aaid aprons long, tkmfhMmm^mar, I . - 
And veil'd their wea|>ow* fc^hf a»#keefc 

In pity to the cbmtry^mt^ ^ 

Fame in the ihape of Mp. J^e f ' 

<By this time all the parifii fcnow jt) 

Had told that thereabout! thttft tor k*d 

A wicked imp they call a Phtt, . . 

Who prow^ «he cottatry fcraadnear, 
Bewitch'd the children *ft*fcpuft*t», 
Dry'd up ■the(oww*hd lam'd tht tie**; 

And fuck'd the eggroid ki»>d the ^heifent* ** 

My Lady heard fihfett jtfnt petition, 
Swore by her coronet tmd<«niin C 
She'd iffae out her high eamfcriffioli 
To rid the manor of fuch vermiaci , % 

The heroines underttw>fc t&e f aflc f ^ 

<Thro» lanes unknown-, o'er ftife^fejr *enrur»d, - 
Rapp'd at the dofcr, ftdt^te^<fi6alfe 
But bounce into the par lotir <*ta*r%j. ' tf 

Sz^^LSr Uken W ^ hi8 name ' * et f ^ly without 
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The trembling family iftey chant* : : 
: *£hey flirt, they firfg, t^«^iaugh, they tattle^ ■ : ; . 
Rummage his mother, piifch his aunt r 
And up flair* irt aiv^irJiHrid rattle. 6d 

Each hole and cupboard they explored 
$£ach creek and ttaft^fJHbt&xhambery^ V 
Run hurry-flcurr^r&tt&d feheftoor* >l , J a*; 
And o'er the be4apd^$dler<:lardber;K 1 ,1 i v . ^4 

Into the^draw^^aiidfcjhtinapry,,; ,1: ./ j 
jEJapers and books, a h#ge imbroglio! 
Under a teacup he; might U^ t : : ; ■-.:.}'( ■ ,:; : 
Or creas'd like deg#r&?«| ifr.trfeKo. ;: ^ 68 

On the firft mar4l|ij3g(oifithe]tr0o^ ..:■<:;;? l! 
3£he Mufes, hopelefs^iMsipaffdon^ " , ? ^r 
Convey'dliim und§i^$a£b fe&etr h«oips^ 2 ° 
To a fmall cfofe^i&the garden, ■. ■■>.* ■ V'r^w',7* 

So Rumour iaysj4\Mhft will believe?) h -]u i 
^it thajuhey kftthejdaQra^^r, > ;i; ;> ;h 
Where fafe, a^d laughing in his fleev£ K 
He heard the diftant, din pf war. :> rjf* * 76 

Short was his j4>y 1 Jtu? little knew; i *,;■: 
The pow'r of magieky*a$ no fabler ;;: L: i , 1 
Out of the window wiik they flew, /; -,! > -";' 

But left a/pell upon the table. h ^ -' * Bd 

The words too e^ger to unriddle ■ 
v ^Ehe Poet felt a ftrange diforder ; , ; i 

Transparent birdlime form'd the middle r 
And chains inviiible the border* $4 




Mt8CKI,lAtfl*#. Cfy 

So cunning wasthe apparatus, * 

The powerful pothooks did fo niovenim, 
That will he nili he to the great houfe 

"% wentisi£the<ievil dvovftikiiii. &s 

Yet on his wa.y!(4M>fign of grace* 
For folks in fear are apt l*> pray) 
To Phoebus he preferred hi* cafe, ■ 
And begg'd his aid that dreadful day . 9% 

The godhead would lmvebadt*dliis^iftrrel, 
But with a bdufo, on recbllet&on 
Own'd that hisxj&i ver and his latiref 
'Oainft four fuch eyes were no prote&ion, 96 

The court wa* fat, the culprit there ; 
Forth fronr theirgfoomy ttiahfitfns Creeping 
The Lady Janes and Joans repair*- 
And from the gallery ftand peeping : IO o 

Such as ia^llpnee of the night 1 
Come (fweep) along foiwe winding entry, 
(Styackf haa-often&en the fight) - 
*&t at the cJiapelOoor ftand tentry : I04 

In peaked-hoods and mantles tarnlih^ 
Sour vifages enough to Icare ye, 

High dames of honour once tha"t garnifh'd 
Thodrawingrooni of fierceQueen Mary * I( # 

The peered comes : the ; audience ftare, 
And doff their hats with due fttbmiffion ; 
^heco^rtTies as fee takes her chair 
To alhjie people of condition, m 

f The houfekeeper. .** 

H 



-86 .tWftCELJLAJUM. 

The Bard with ^gii^ atrfljtftjd: fib- ': ^ 
Had in im^raationfuncM hiite* .s'oq ^ 
Difprov'd the ;ar/gUrne.Ats ol&tjuib % : 
rAnd all that Gro'ogtiji could- urge >agaihfl him 

B ut foon his rhetoi iclk fpribokihisfc ■*. .', ' * 
When he the folemh halj had &ea ; -n^ i ' ■'!. W *. 
A fudden fit of agu f £$iook him ;1 • -\ *.:■ ^ <-T 

He flood as mut^l-por Maclean*^*! I ■*. ■:■■.■■«:•' ' x&o 

Yet fqmethirig^hfc was heard to miittcr, 
" How in the parl^&erieath an oH-£ree > i'.r 'j 
ct (Without de%«jM> hart the butter^ ..- ■'-> > 
/* Orany ,maikf}tfti|he>poultry), : /I 1 ' *»'4 

* * He once or^ke had penn'd a fonnet, '.; 
** Yet hop'd that hejnight fave his baeoarp : 
* * Numbers \v0ui4 i^m their oaths upon i$: ■?. 
" He ne'er waa for a.conj'rer taken." : - 

The ghoftly prudes with haggedf face •;, ri ' 

Already had condc^ifi'd the (inner 1 

My Ladyrofe, and -wi|h a grace—— *—?....' * 

T Shefmil'd, and bidhim conic tadjn»er4* IJ^ 

*Thef\ewafd. >.. ; - , , a v, ; 

t Groom of the chamber. _ . ;,,,,., 
X A famous highway&ian, hanged the w,eek before. 
|| Hagged, /.e>fhei'face of a Witch or hag ; the epithet ha~ 
:$Jifd has been fometunes rmftakenaseonveywgthe fame idea, 
but it means a rery different thing, -viz. wild and farouche, 
and is taken' from an "Unreclaimed hawk callecl an hagard. 

+ Here the ftory fmiihes ; the excramattem of the ghofts 

which follows is chara^erlrcicltofthe Spaniih rflanners of the 

age when they are fuppofed , to have lived; and the 5°° fi- a 9~ 

r 7m faid to be loft may be- imagined to 4 Contain the remainder 

e( their long-winded expostulation^ ..; -, ; V • 



" JeiVMatia! Madam Bridge mart 3:::i: ;- • ; 
"Why, w^canthe Vifeoufitefsineati^;; ~ 

Cr y 'd the ftfu&re hoods in wofuJ ijdjjet^ > > • - < "* 
'i'fhe times are alterM qaite^ndHeani ■ 13$: 
, w Decorum -s turned to iftefce cwriiit }* • - ? : . 
" .Her air arid all her manners fhewait : ,: . . / r 
"Commend me to her a&ibilit^!- ; ^ = r 

"rSpeak to a Qommdnerknd-Boet^ : -\ ^ •:•'* j^ 
• r : [Mere yooyiahzas'art 
£nd foiGottiave'our noble kingv 
And guard us from long- winded WbBers^ ' 
ffeatfo eternity »rouldfing^r ■-; : ^ - - ..' f 
Apdkeep myilady from her riibbem' • -144 






? i 



WRITTEN IN A COUNTRY; CHURCHYARD. 

h e curfew -foils * the knell of parting clay, 
The lowing herd wind flowly o'er the lea, ' 
The ploughman homeward 'plods'hjs weary way, 4 
And leaves the worjd to dar^iieWand^tame. 4 

Now fades the giimmVirigl^nMape bh the fight* 
And all the air a folemn iliflnej^olds, ' ? ; ' 
&fre where the beetle whee^hildroriihg flight, * 
And drowfy tinkiihgs lull the diitant folds ; ' 8 



-fquilla di lontano 






<?he paia 'I gioraopianger, chefimuode* Dante, r\K/tt(. 1.& 
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Save that from yender iv^mantledtoW'r . " ** 
The mopi n^:owi does to the moon complain 
Of fuch as wand'ring near her fecret bave^r 
IVfokft her arxcientioKtary reigru W 

Beneath tlipferiigged elms, that yew-tree'* made, 
Where heaves.the turf in many a raojuld'riiig hcap^ ' 
Each in his narrow ccli.for ever laid, ' •'■•■ 

TrMrude forefathers of the hamlet fteep. ■' id* 

The breezy call of incenfe-breathmg Morn, 
The f wallow twitt'ring from the ftfaw*biiilt filed, 
The cock's lJw?HL' clarion or the echoing horn, 
No more ihall roufe them from their lowiy bed. 40 

.«fer them no more the blazing hearth fhall burn, 
Or bufy houfewife ply her ev'ning-care, 
No children run to liiy their (ue*$ return, 
Or climb his knees the envy'd kifs to fhare. %\ 

Oft ? did t^eharveft to their fickle yield. 
Their furrow oft* the ftubborn glebe has broke ; 
How jocund did they drive their team afield ! 
Howbow'd the woods beneath their fturdy ftroke ! %%, 

Uet not Ambition mock their ufeful toil, 
Their homely joys and defliny obfeure, 
l^Tor Grandeur hear with a difdainful fmile 
fhe fhortandfimple annals of the poor. 3*. 

The hoafl of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r^ \ 

And all that Wauty, all that wealth, e'er gave, 
Await alike th' inevitable hour : 
The paths of gtary kad but to tfee-grftve* : . $6 



MISCELLANIES* g£ 

Nor youyfe Proud ! impute to ihefe the fault, 
If Mern'ry o'er their tomb no trophies raife 
Where thro' the long-drawn -aiile and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem fweils the note of j)raife* 40. 

. Can ftoried urn or animated bu$. 71 
Back to its manfion call the fleeting breath I 
Can Honour's voice provoke thdiilent duft, 
Qt Flatt 'ry faoth the dull cold ear of Death ? 4 4 

Perhaps in this ;n eglexfted fpot is laid 
Some heart,oiice pregnant with celeftial fire, 
Hands that the rod of empire might have fway'd, 
Of wak'd to ecftafy the living lyre. 48 

But Knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the fpoils bf Timej did ne'er unroll j 
Chill Pienury reprefh'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the foal. 5 % 

, Full many a geai of pureft ray ferene 
The dark unfathom'd caves of Ocean bear; 
Full many a flow'r is born to bluih unfeen, 
And wafle its fweetnefs on the defert air. 56 

Some village-Hampden, that With dauntlefs breaft 
The little tyrant of his fields withftood, 
Some mute inglorious Milton, here. may reft, 
Some Cromwell, guiltlefs of his country^ Wood. 60 

•Th! applause of lift 'nine fen ates to, command, 
The tfrreats.of pain and ruiu to 4^fpif^ • 
To fcatter plenty o'er a fmiliag/land. 
And read their hift'ry in a iiatfon 's etresv C± 

:■-■■■'■- -j . . . 



9© MT3C£LLAItn*S 

Their lot forbad ; aor ciroirofcribNa alone ? 
Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd ; 
Forbad to wade thro* flaaghterto a throne, 
And {hut the gates of mercy on mankind,. . .. 68 

The ftruggling pangs of confcious Trntk to hi4*, 
To qu ench the bluJhca of ingenuous Shame, . 

Or heap the fhrineof l*uxury and Pride :> 

With incenfe kindled at the Mufe's flame. ym 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble Strife * 
Their fober wifiies never learn'd toiteay ; 
Along the cool fequefter'd vale of life ,,,..; ;. * 

They kept, the noifelefs tenor ol their way, 1& 

Ytjt ev'n thefe bones from infult to protciffc 
'Some frail memorial ftill creeled nigh, 
With uncouth rhymesand fhapelefsfculptttredeck'd, 
Implores the pafliog tribute of a figh , £ct 

Their name,their years, fpcltby th'unlctter'dMuie, 
The place of fame and elegy fupplyv 
And many a holy text around ih* ftrews . 
That teach the ruftick moralift to die. 84 

For who to dumb Forgetfulnefs a prey 
This pleafing anxious being e'er reiigm'd, 
Left the warm precin&s of the cheerful day, 
Nor call one longing ling'ring look behind f 88 

* This part of the £!egy differs from the flrft copy: the fol- 
lowing ftanza was excluded with the ©thfe* alterations} 

Hark ! how the faqred calm that breathe* a round , : , 
t Bids ev'ry fierce tumultuous paffioneeafe* , _ , ' 

In ftill (maU accentswKifp^tngfrom the ground' '' 

A grateful earned of eternal ppace. 
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On font* feod toeaft the pacing fowl resfot, 
Some pious 4rop9 the cWu)g?yc requires; \ 
Ev'n from the tomb the vejcfc of &a$««e e-iw, 
Bt'ii in our afts* * 'K«# their woatedires* ' 9* 

For thee, who mindfcU of th* imhonour'd dead 
Boft in thefeliaes their a^tlefs tajer^lat?, / 
If chance, Jjy lonely Contemplation led, 
Some kindred fpirit fliail inquire thy fate, 96 

3aply fome hoary*headed fwain may fay, 
" Oft' have. we feen him at the peep of dawn 
" Bruftiing with hafty fteps the dews away 
'* To meet the fun upon the upland lawn. 100 

" There at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 
" That wreathes it* old fantailick root fo high, 
" His liftlefs length at noon-tide would he flretch, 

And pore upon the brook that babbles by, 104 
Hard by yon* wood, now fmiling as in fcorn, 
** Mutt'ring his wayward fancies, he would rove ; 
" Now drooping, woful wan ! like one forlorn, 
" Or craz'd with care, orcrofc'd in hopdefs love. ic8 

" Ope morn I nufs'd him on the ctiftom'd htil, 
" Along the heath f, and near his favVitet^ee ; 
*' Another came ; nor yet befide the nil, 
** Nor up the lawn,.n©r at th^e wm^v/m^i 11% 
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# ChM F*ggio ncl penfier* dolce mkj ftioc^ 
Frecididaa lingua, et due begtt occhichiufi 
Rimarwirdroppo noi ptqn &^iilp; Jfarartbi S*u. 169* 



" The next, with dft^^ duevifiiad array ^ ■-* 
" Slow thro* the ehurdiway-path We faw him borne ; v 
" Approach, and read (for thob canft read) the lay ~ 
*? Grav'don the itene beneath yon* aged thorn* V* 1 16 

1 fHEkflTAP'H.' ^ 

.-- - • - ' , . " ' ■' .- '" *'* f 

Here refls his head upon the lap of Earth 

A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknowh ; 

p3tlr Science frown'd not on his huriibietirth, 

And Melancholy marked him for her own. f ' f zo 

Large was his bounty, and his foul {nicer eX 
Heav'n did a recomperife as largely feiid; ' 
tib ^ave to Mis Yy all he had, a tear, ^ 1 23 

He gain'd from Heay'ii ('t was all he wifli*d) a friend. 

No farther feek his merits to difclofe. 
Or draw his frailties from their dreM abode, 
(There they alike in trenSbling' hope repofe f } 
The bofom of his father and his God* " * i % 5 

his beautiful defcription of the evening haunt the reference t$ 
it which lie had here left 1 ; : • 

Him have we feen the greenwood fide along, 
While o'er the heath we hy'd, our labour doae f 
Oft 5 as the woodlark pip'xl her farewell Jb^g, , \-. * 
With willful eyes purfue the fetting fun. 

* In the eatly editions the following lines were acfded, but 
tlte s parehHiefis was^theught^oo lbngj ,.wV/;*i£n.:J ::;; *r^ 

There fcatter'd oft', the earliett of the year, 

By hands vkafecA^Arc ihinfc'rs of vi'fcfevfoipfl.? !;rl''? * 

The redbr^ftJevesito build and warble. tberfc^ \ 

• And little fbotfteps Hghtiyr print the^gtKnlnti*^ v n >i 

+ --H^Paveni6fai^enie. - ■ v ,3^/^^^^^ rj^ 
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lio ! where thkfiiena marble we£p$ 

A friend, a wife^m«^bec y ft*ej&a# = 

A heart within whofe ^acred bdfc 

The peaceful Virtues lo*3d t<#dwdt i 

Affecliioniwarijiand^ithil^et^ ^ 

Aiid foft humanity wisre the*©; 

In agoay, ii? death, refignicM 

Shefetethe wound (he left behind. r ; 

Her infant image here below .: , 

Sits fmilittg &rt % faeh^tg wo, - ; itf 

Whom what awaits while yet he ftrayg :"< f 

Along the kttiety vaie of dayif 

A pang, tcfie^et feerow deati :- -. s:: - : c 

A figh, an unavailing* tear, 'A A 

Till time Hiall etv'ry grief remove ' ; - - \ 

With life, wi{h mem'ry, and with fove. i6 

TRANSLATION FROM STATIUS. 

hird fn the^IaWurYof ilie d^ 
With fturd$ fkp anxi flew, Jijm^me^on ; '"'' 
Artful and ftrona he poised the welf-knoWn weight. 
By Phlegyas warnMapd hj*4 by'fe^thea^fate ''"' 
That to avo;d and this tQemuratp." 4 ',""" ■""" "j 
His vigorous anji he try*d ^efpre/he Jlung;*'^ w " f ;^ 
fcrac*d all his nerves md ey'rviinew ftrung, : " v 

* This lady, the wife of Dr. Clarke phyfccian at EpfonyMcd 
Aprfl inh 1757, and is buriecj fn the church of Becfcenham, 
U$nz. . ■ . 



$4 MISCELLANIES. 

Then with a tem^kHu^klkisd^say eye 
Purfu'd his caft^ricbforarFd the^rb^n high; 
'the orb on high^ifeemates^ [ oJ$ 

True to the mighty &$$& thali gaye it^tlixe, '. l ; y? v 
Far overleaps all hooted ,fandjc^s t64be> >■' r? *, -; rl \ 
Its ancient lord^<niJ^;Qf^?i6kory ■:.?. f :> ? j r -i ^ - i 
fhe theatre's gree^hg^ht iad woody iw^fc,:i : / /. 
Trembleereit preciprt^eaitsiaU^ i^> rn, J ./},;} ; 15 
The pond'rous mafslin^io-j^ex}cdTiliggiro«Bdy^ c 
While vales and \^fec^»fid echoing'hUts reboui^d* ^ 
As when from JEtna's foaoking furomit4jroke ; 

The eyelefs Cyclops he^d the firaggy rock, 
Where Ocean: &et3i Wnieath th&dafhing oaf* %Q 

And parting furges rQuod the yfcffel roar, ■■; : ;* : 
'Twas there he airn'd |foe,tiieditated .harm, . 
And fcarce Ulyffes fcap'd his giant amu < ^ • 
A tiger's pride the^t#or4)preewayy r - ^ 
With native fpot's and ^ri^ullabour gay,- , %$ 

Aihinii^ border rounds the margin rolifd,"/ ;., >: ^ 
And calm'd the terrours of his claws in gold. % 7 

Cambridge May %th 1736. 

GRAybF HI3VESEXF: " 

00 poor for a bribe, and too proud to importune,, 
He had not the method of making a fortune ; 
Could love and could hate, fo was thought fomewhat 
No very great wit, he belie v'd in a God : \ [odd; 
A poft or a penfion he did not defire, [Scjuire^ 

But left churchand ftate to Charie&Tbwnihend and 

• * ■ - • ■ - '-■■... 

THE END. - -4 
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......... fimplex nee defpice carmen, 

Nee vatem : non ilia leves primordia motus, 
Quanquam parva, dabunt. GRAY, de Frincip. Cogit. 



Juft Heav'n ! what fm, ere life begins to bloom, 

Devotes my head untimely to the tomb ? 

Bid e'er this hand againlt a brother's Life 

Drug the dire bowl, or point the murd'rous knife ? 

Did e'er this tongue the fiand'rer's tale proclaim, 

Or madly violate my Maker's name ? 

Did e'er this heart betray a friend or foe, 

Or know a thought but all the world might know? — 

But why repine? does life defervemy figfi? 

Few will lament my lofs wkene'er I die— 1. 

Yet fome there are (ere fpent my vital dayjs) 

Within whofe breafts my tomb I wifh to raife: 

Lov'd in my life, lamented in my end, 

Their praife would cruwn me as their precepts mend : 

To them may thefe fond lines my name endear, 

Not from the poet but the friend fincere. AD AMJC03. 
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MISCELLANIES." 
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^^^ ?ifr°fMr. W$ zt,as/bjbart,ahd the events of 

it fo few, that ft teas judged better toinfert the anecdotes 

^ which remain if this hopeful youth in the preceding ac- 

' count of his friend than U r<jer<v e jhem for a detached 

article. Mr. Vfalpole <wfhed to fee their Works united 

in.one -volume, fha only Qhjc&ionofMr.Oray to this 

ivifh no longer now regains. Had be complied -with Mr. 

^ ^ Walpde's defire, It is the opinion of Mr. Mafon that 

*>e would have given only the Poems which follow. 

ADAMICOS. 

[fmhatedfrbmnhuUm, booH\\. elegy ^^ and Mr. Pope's 

letter in faknifs to Mr. Steele. ~\ 
Yes, happy ybuths? on CanW fedgy iide 
You fee) each joy that friendihjp can divide; 
Each realm of Icience and of art explore, 
And with the ancient blend the modern We^ 
Studious alone to learri whate'er may tend j 

To rfife the genius or the heart to mend j 
Now plea^d along the cloltter'd walks you rove, 
And trace the Verdant mazes of the grove, 
Where fbcial oft' arid oft* alone ye chufe 
To eaten the zephi r and to court tjie Mufe; 10 

Vos tenet, Eeruicisjnanat qu« fontibus unda, 
Unda fub &£bi vvtm turn adeuridi canaft. 

Nunc autem iacris Baiar am maxima lympnis, 
Quum fe purpura* vere remittit hiems. 

A 



$ .MISCELLANIES*. 

Mean-time at me (while all dejqicf of art 
Thefe lines give back the image! of my heart) 
At me the pow'r that comes or foon or late, 
Or aims or feems to aim the dart of Fate. 
From you remote methinks alone I fland 15 

.Like fome fad exile in a defert land, 
Around no friends their lenient care to join 
In mutual warmth, and mix their heart with mine. 
Or real pains, or thofe which fancy ratfe, 
For ever blot the funfhine of my days ; 4 SO 

To ficknefs ilill, and fliil to grief, a prey 
Health turns from me her rofy face away. 

Juft Htav'n ! what fin, ere life begins to bloom, 
Devotes my head untimely to the tomb ? 
Did e'er this hand againfl a brother's life »S 

Drug the dire bowl, or point the murd'rous knife I 
Did e'er this tongue the Handler's tale proclaim, 
Or madly violate my Maker's name ? 

Did e'er this heart betray a friend or foe* 

Or know a thought but all the worldmight know ? $0 

' — . ; — " "? *» 

Atmihi Perfephone nigram deuntintiat horam 
Inmerito iuveni parce nocere, Dea. , 
Non erro tentavi nuiii temeranda yirorum 
Audax laudanda? facra docere Dene.. 
Nee mea mortiferis infecit pocula futcis 
Dexter a, nee quiquam tastfa.venena dediti 
Nee nos infana medkantes jurgia rriente 
I npia iu adverfos fol vimus ora Deos. 



MISCELLANIES. * 

As yet juft ftarted from the lifts of time 

My growing yearshav^ fcarcely told their prime; 

Ufelefs as yet thro' life I 'ave idly run, 

No pleafures tailed, arid few duties done. 

Ah ! who ere autumn's mellowing funs appear 35 

Would pluck the promife of the vernal year, 

Or ere the grapes their purple hue betray 

Tear the crude duiter*froni the mourning fpray ? 

Stern pow'r of Fate Lwhofe ebon fceptre rules 

The Stygian, deferts and Cimm erian pools, 4 

Forbear, rior ralhly fmite my youthful heart, . 

A victim yet unworthy of thy dart ; 

Ah ! ftay till age ihallblaft my withering face, 
Shake in my head and falter in my pace ; - 
Then aim the fliaft, then meditate the blow, 45 
And to the dead my willing {hade mail go. 

— ■ ■ ■ 1 

Et nondum cani nigros laefere capillos, 
Nee venit tardo curva Sene&a pede. 
Natalem noftri primum videre parentes 
(Quum cecidit fato conful uterque pari.) 
Quid fraudaj-e juvat vitem crefcemibus u vis ? 
Et modo nata mala vellere poma manu * ? 

Parcite, pallentes undas quicumque tenetis, 
Duraque fortiti tertia regna Dei. 

* " There is," fays Mr. Mafon, " a peculiar blemito in this 
line, anling from the fynonymous mala and poma»— -But 
who that can either conttrue or fcan this line could have taken- 
thefe words for fynonymous I ■ - 

Ay' 






How weak H'txim to; Rcafon'a judging eye ! 
Born m thi& moment, in the »e%t we die ; 
Part mortal clay, and part ethereal fire, 
Too proad to creep, too humble to afpite. 5& 

In vaiaow plans of happiftefs werraifej 
Pain is ovp tot, and patiei&ce is out p? aife : 
Wealth, lineage, hoaouTS, coMqaeft* or a throne, 
4-re what the wife would fear to call their own. 
Health i* at beft a vain precarious thing, jy 

And fair-fac'd youth * is ever o» the wing- s 
* Pis like the flream afide whofe wat'i y bed 
Some blooming plant exaks his flow-ry head, 
Nurs'd fry tl|fi wave the fpreadingr branches rife, 
Shade all the gropnd and ilourifh tathefkies; &* 
The wa\te9tl*e while beneath in fccret flow, 
And undeimine the hollpw bask bcldw ; 
Wide arrdfnore wide the waters wge their way, 
Bare all the roots and on their fibres prey : 



1 -r 

I . . : t .. ». . . .„ ._ _ P ■ ri . ^ . S» 



Elyfios olim liceat cognofcere campos, 
Letheamque ratem, Cimmeripfque lacus, 
Quum irtea rugofa pallebunt era Jenc$ay 






Atque utinam vano neqaidquant terrezr asfla ! 

* «« Youth, at the very beft, Is but a betrayer of human life 

*« in a gentler and fmoothcr manner tluu. age; it is like the 
♦ 4 ftream that nourishes a plant upou a hank, and caufes it ta 
«,' flouriih and biotTorn to the fight, but at the fame time i& Uja? 
" dercnining it at the root in fecrst." P<fG*. 



. MISCELLANIES. 5 

Too late the plant bewails his foolifh pride, 6s 

And finks untimely ih the whelming tide. 
But why repine f does life deferve my figh? 

Few will lament my lofs whene'er 1 die. 

For thofe the wretches * I defpife or hate 

I neither envy nor regard their fate. 70 

For me whene'er all-conq'ring Death Hiall fpread 

His wings around my unrepioing head 

I care not f : tho' this face be feen no more 

The world will pafs as cheeiful as before, 

Bright as before the day-ftar will appear, 75 

The fields as verdant and the fides as clear ; 

Nor ftoi ms nor comets will my doom declare, 

Nor %ns on earth nor portents in the air ; 

Unknown and fileht will depart my breath, 

Nor Nature e'er take notice of my death. g 

Yet fome there are (ere fpent my vital days) 
Within whole breafls my tomb I wift to raife : 
-Lov'd in my life, lamented in my end, 
Their praife would crown me as their precepts mend • 
'1 o them may theft fond line, my name endear, 
Not from the poet but the friend fincere J. 86 

* " I am not at all uneafy at the. thouRht that marv men 
whom never had. any eilcem for are likely to S y *£ 
" world after me. 1 ' Pope. 7 CI v u / ^ ,s 

« I " T ?, C ™° rRin ^ after m y exit the fun Will T |fe !as bright a, 

ever the fleers fmell as fweet, the pkntaipW^ ^n 
" people will laii R h, fcfc.»» Pope, S g ' 

Ath t?- J ! Epi1 ^ wa l written flrom C^ff-chtirch Oxford, Ju!f 
4th 1737, in the iiftyearof liisaoe. x. 0,a »J u, T 

-■■•■■ •• ' : ^ - ; i;"A i*J - •■ /.: r v;„ . .,..:■; 



6 MISCELLANIES, 

ELEGIA.'"" 

Quod mihi tarn, gratae mififti dona Camaena^ 

Qualia Masnaliiis Pan Deus ipfe yelit, 

Ampte&or te, Graie, et toto corde repofco, 

Oh defiderium jam nimis tifque meum : 

Et mihi ruraplacent, t\ me q«oq; faepe volefitem 5 

Duxerunt Dryades per fua prata Deas ; 

Sicubi lympha fugit Ijquidd pede, five yifentem. 

Magna decus nemoris, quercus opacat humum : 

Iliac mane novo vagor, iliac sefpere fero, 

Et, noto ut jacui gran>ine, nota cano. is 

Nee nofttse ignorant divinam Amaryllida fylvse : 

Ah, fidefit amor, nil mihi raraplacent. 

llle jugis habitat Deus, ille in vallibtis irnis, 

Regnat et \n Coelis regnat et Oceanp ; 

Hie gregem taurofq; domat, fseviq; leonem *5 

Semirtis ; ille fef os, ultus Adpnin, apros : 

Quin et feryet amore nemus, rampq: fub omm 

Concentu tremulo plurima gaudet avis. 

Durae etiam in fylyis agitant connubia plants?, 

Purse etiam et fertur faxa ammafiWemi?. ^0 

Durior et faxis, et robore durior ille eft, 

Sincerp fiquis pe&ore amare tfetat J 

Non illi in mambusfan<3um deponere pignus, 

Non iUi arcanum tor aperirevclirn; 

iNefcit amicitias, teneros qui nefcit amores : %$ 

Ah ! fi nulla Venus, nil mihi rura placent. 

Me licet a p&tria loflge in tellure juberent 



MISCELLANIES. £ 

Externa pofitnim ducere fata dies ; 

Si Vultus modo amatus adeffet, non ego contra 

Plorarem magnos voce querente Deos. 30 

At duki in gremio cwarum oblivia duceas 

Nil cuperem prater poffeplaceremea;; 

Nee bona fortunae afpiciens, neq; munera regimi, 

Ilia intra optarem brachia cara mori. 34 

ELEGIA, 

\AddreJ[ed to Mr. Cray.] 
ii.:R go defidias videor tibi crimine dignus ; 
Et merito : vi&as do tibi fponte manus. 

Arguor et veteres nimium contemnere Mufas, 
Irata et nobis eft Medicsa Venus. 

Mene igitur flatuas et inania faxa vereri ! • £ 

Stultule ! niarmorea quid mihi cum Venere ? 

Hlc vera;, hie viva Veneres, et mille per urbem, 

Qiianim nulla queat non placuiiTe Jovi. 

Cedite Romanas formo£e et cedite Graise, 

Sintque olilita Helenas? nomerj et Hcrmoiiiae! 10 

Et, quafcunque refert aetas vetus, Heroin® : 

Unus hqnor noftris jam venit Angliafm. 

Oh ou ales vukus, Oh quantum numen ocellis ! 

I nunc et Tufcas irnprobe confer opes. 

Ne tamen h«c obtufa nimis praecordia credas, , re 

Keo me adeo nulla Pallade progenitam : 

Teftor Pieridumque umbras et flumina Pindi . > 

M^^o^que X^liopes temper snaajfe Chora*;' C ■« 



$ MISCELLANIES* 

Et dudum Aufonias urbes, et vifere Graias" ; 

Cura eft^ ingenio fi licet ire meo : ao 

Sive eft Phidiacum marmor, feu mentoris sera, 

Seu paries Coo nobilis e calamo ; 

Nee minus artificum magna argumenta recentum 

Romanique cbcus nominis et Veneti : 

Qua Furor et Mayors et fsevo in Marmore vultus, 2$ 

Quaque et formofo mollior sere Venus. 

Quaque loquax fpirat fucus, vivique labores, 

Et quicquid calamo dukiiis aufa manus : 

Hk nemora, et fola mserens Melibceusin umbra, 

Lymphaque mufcofo profiliens lapide ; 30 

lllic niajus opus, faciefque in pariete major 

Exurgens, Divum et numina Ceelicolum ; 

O vos fselices, quibus hsec cognofcere fas eft, 

Et tota Itali&, qua patet ufque, frui ! 

N ulla dies vobis eat injucunda, nee ufquam 

Nontis quid fit tempora amara pati. 36 

It tvas theproduBion of four o'clock in the mornings 
tvhilej lay in my led tojjlng and coughing^ and all un~ 
able tojleep . »•■ - 

Ante omnes morbos importuniffima tuffis, 

Qua diirare datur, traxitque fub ilia vires : 

Dura etenim verfans .imo fub pe&ore regna, 

Perpetuo cxercct teneras iudamine coftas, 

Oraque diftorquet, vocemque immutat -anhelam : 5 

Nee cefTare locus : fed feevo concita motu 

Molle domat latua., el corpus labor omne fatigat :. 



MMiCXJJUAJSttX as - ft 

Undc molefta die ? » ao^rnqtieirifcrtMuar fcorfcdnt!* .-, > 
Nee Tua, fi mecum Conoeshk]ucur>du»a<iefe, 
Verba juvare queaat.imt huac I«mire cfoJbHem, 
Sufficiant tua v 9 * duleis, rtecvukus amatus, it 



ODE. 

J^ear Gray ! that always m my heart 
Poffeffes far the better part, 

What mean thefefuddm Wails that rife, 
And drive the zephirs ihmi the fides/ 

O join with mine thy tuneful Uy,_ 

And invocate the tardy May. $ 

Come, fairefl nymph ! refiime thy reign, 

Bring;arE the graces in thy train : 

With balmy breath aod fiour'xy tread 

RifefeoiiTtiiy foft Ambrofial bed, 

Where in EiyfiHn flumber bound 

Embow'ring myrtles rdi thee round. jfc 

• "* '•■.,.'■' r .! i »■■ - 

Awake y i»all thy glories, dreit, 

Recall the zpphmsff oni tfee w e ft ; . 

Reflore the fun, revive the fofe<*, 

At mihe and -Nature's call arife! 

Great Nature's feif upbraids thy flay. 

And mifles her accu&Qjn'd May* tf 



$0 MISCELLANIES. 

See ! all her works demand thy aid, * "" 

Thelabours of Pomona fade; 

A plaint is heard from ev'ry tree, 

Each budding flow'ret calls for thee ; 

The birds forget to love and fing, 

With florms alone the forefts ring. 34 

Come then, with Pleafure at thy fide, 

Diifufe thy vernal'fpirit wide ; • "'• •-■ 

Create where'er thou turn'ft thy eye 

Peace, plenty, love, and harmony, 

Till ev'ry being fliare *ts part 

And heav'n and earth be glad at heart. 30 



"'.* 



TRANSLATED FROM THE GREEK OF P0SIDIPPU3, 

. • . 1 ... ■ • 

Perspjcui puerum ludentcm in margine rivi 
Immerfit vitrese limpidus error aguae : 
At gelido ut mater moribundum eflumine traxit 
Credula, et amplexu fuxitts inane fovet ; 
P^aulatim puer in dik&o pe<ftore, fomno 
Languidus, sternum lumina compofuit. 6 



u-i. 



Tov rpUry} 7tal^ovTX t 7t$pl <ppiccp Arvcz vcckIqc^ 

zl£oo\ov /Ltopfac KQtpov tTn&yravctTo* 

**x f vSotlog rov TtaHSx SiccCpo^ov ap^occe f*czTY)g 9 

cK^ytlof/Jvx ^osag £? rivet f&oipav ^X^ m 

TSvfjLfocg y yx, IfJilmtv o vy\7tiog^ dhK tTft yv'vav 

juulpog KOLftaQ&g rov £&%vv vttvqv I^«. 



MISCELLANIES. it 

■:. '* "*' '. "v " 

' ' l TO MR. GRAY. 

O Meas jucunda comes quietis! 

Quse fere aegrotum folita-es fevare 

Pectus, et fenfim ah! nimis ingruentes 

£allere curas ; ^ 

Quid canes ? quanto Lyra die furore 

Greflies, quando hac reducem fodalem 

Glauciam * gaudere fimu! videbis 

Meque fub umbra ? . 8 

* Mr. Gray* — 



CETERA DESIDERANTUR. 



^W*-. i.i. i — ■- — ■ »- . « ■ J i n — . '■**> ' ■ "" ■■ ■ « ' ■■ ■ ■ * ■!! ■■!' V lll —■ *■ » II III H » l l WHlH* ^ 




GRAY. Page 

Life of the Atfthor, 5 

His lad will and te (lament, %$ 
Ode to memory of Ma?. Grpyy by JVT. " 29 

Ode I. onthefpriog* * 3| 

— ~ II. on the death ttf a faVourite cat, 3) 

* III. on a diftant profpeA of Eton College^ 3$> 

— — *- IV. on adverfity, 43 
V. the progress <af jiCxeiyy 46 

— VLthe Bard, - - 5-f 

VII. the Fatal Sifters, 65 

~ — VIILthedeicfeirtof()dirt y i& 
£ — - IX. the triumphs of Owen, 73 
X. the death of Hoel, 75 

— XL formnfick, - 76 

MISCELLANIES. 

A long ftory, 81 

Elegy. Written in a country churchyard, 87 

Epitaph on Mrs. Clarke, 93 

Tranilation from Statics^ . , ' ib. 

Gray of himfelf, 94 



.<■ - m ..i n ■■ ! > ■ 



WEST. ' Page 

AdAmicos, I 

Elegia, " Quod mihi," &c. 6 

Ditto, addfefled to Mr. Gray, "Ergodefidiae,"&V. 7 
Production of four o'clock in the morning, " Ante 

" omnes," t<fc. 8 

Ode to May, 9 

From the Greek of Pofidippus, *' Perfpicui," &c> I© 
To Mr. Gray, " O meae jucunda," fjfe.- II 

From the APOLLO PRESS, 
by the MARTINS, 
Aug. 3. 1782. 

THE END. 



